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PREMIER 

LEAGUE 

FIXTURES 

2017/18 

AUGUST 


12: Swansea (h) 

19: West Ham (a) 

26: Huddersfield (a) 

SEPTEMBER 

9: Watford (h) 

16: Crystal Palace (a) 

23: Manchester United (h) 
30: Stoke (a) 

OCTOBER 

14: Newcastle (h) 

21: West Brom (h) 

28: Brighton (a) 

NOVEMBER 

4: Burnley (h) 

18: Liverpool (a) 

25: Everton (h) 

29: Manchester City (a) 

DECEMBER 

2: Bournemouth (a) 

9: Arsenal (h) 

13: Leicester (h) 

16: Chelsea (a) 

23: Huddersfield (h) 

26: Tottenham (a) 

30: Manchester United (a) 

JANUARY 

1: Crystal Palace (h) 

13: Watford (h) 

20: Tottenham (h) 

31: Brighton (h) 

FEBRUARY 

3: West Brom (a) 

10: Liverpool (h) 

24: Burnley (a) 

MARCH 

3: Stoke (h) 

10: Newcastle (a) 

17: Swansea (a) 

31: West Ham (h) 

APRIL 

7: Arsenal (a) 

14: Chelsea (h) 

21: Leicester (a) 

28: Bournemouth (h) 

MAY 

5: Everton (a) 

13: Manchester City (h) 


SAINTS 



Saints eager for 


Puel was seemingly 
so scared of failure 
that he employed a 
very cautious 
approach... That 
cannot happen 
under the next chief. 
Even if Saints fail, the 
least they can do is to 
fail in style... 




SAINTS’ next boss will not only 
be a manager of football but one 
of great expectations and must 
carry a charisma to match. 

The best man to talk to about 
this particular subject would be 
the departing man Claude Puel. 

It’s already been well-document¬ 
ed that he led Saints to eighth 
place in the Premier League and 
the League Cup final, or in other 
words, a very respectable finish - 
to anyone looking from afar, any¬ 
way. 

But it was more how the French¬ 
man did that, the style of football 
and so on that ultimately led to 
his downfall. 

The next man could possibly af¬ 
ford to do worse in terms of end 
results on paper and keep his job 
without issue. 

But he must bring something 
that Puel never did. 

Firstly, he must be able to ex¬ 
plain himself effectively or, if 
not, must be able to let his the 
performances on the pitch speak 
for themselves. 

What Saints supporters were 
never able to fully gather from 
Puel was why he had made cer¬ 
tain decisions, which cost him 
dear in the long run. 

Had he stepped in to press con¬ 
ferences and clearly laid down the 
law, explained firmly why such 
decisions had been made, such 
as the continuous rotation, then 
he may have been able to build a 
relationship with the fans. 

Negative reputation 

However, Puel did nothing but 
deploy the deliberate tactic of 
saying lots and lots without say¬ 
ing anything at all. 

It did nothing to feed a negative 
reputation among fans in the end. 

Saints are very ambitious, un¬ 
doubtedly, they want to play Euro¬ 
pean football every year, despite 
selling players every summer. 

It’s a factor that makes the 
Southampton job an attractive 
proposition, but also one that 
make it a very tough one - you 
have to compete at a high level 
even though the team might be 
weaker than the season before. 

Some clubs just want survival 
and others are happy with mid¬ 
table, but Saints want more than 
that, every season. And that’s ad¬ 
mirable. 

But that’s no easy feat consid¬ 
ering they are not among the big 
spenders in the Premier League 
and have to work within certain 
financial constraints. 

So the new manager will have 
to be able to express himself very 


clearly, because when the going 
gets tough, a clear explanation of 
his decisions is paramount. 

It may well be the difference be¬ 
tween keeping his job and not in 
the end. 

The tide turned faster against 
Puel because of his reluctance 
to really stamp his authority in 
press conferences and keeping 
them as dull as possible. 


So who ever comes in, he must 
be able to at least let the world 
know why things went wrong or 
the way they did. Because when 
you’re trying to be so fiercely am¬ 
bitious, meaning you’re always 
trying to test the boundaries, it 
may often be the case that things 
don’t come off for you. 

The new man, more than ever, 
will have to achieve this but with 


the added caveat of big entertain¬ 
ment. 

As has been discussed repeat¬ 
edly, Puel’s football was not the 
prettiest and the lack of goals had 
supporters rightly groaning. 

It was sometimes effective but 
rarely gripping to watch and 
that’s a balance that the new boss 
will need to be aware of. 

He must deploy football that is 
entertaining, as the Saints crowd 
want their side to throw caution 
to the wind. 

Cautious approach 

After all, that’s what they were 
accustomed to under Mauricio 
Pochettino and Ronald Koeman. 

They want their side to go toe- 
to-toe with the big guns. 

Puel was seemingly so scared 
of failure that he employed a very 
cautious approach. 

That cannot happen under the 
next chief. 

Even if Saints fail, the least 
they can do is to fail in style. 

The next man could perform 
worse than Puel, but easily keep 
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charisma 



his job if this is the case. 

It must be exciting and fun, even 
if it’s not ultimately successful. 

It’s so difficult for Premier 
League sides at Saints’ level, be¬ 
cause generally those top finishes 


aren’t realistic every single cam¬ 
paign. 

The new manager will know 
that reaching sixth, as the club 
did the season before last, might 
not be possible. 


But if they can give it their best 
shot, and do it in a bit of style, 
then it might satisfy Saints fans. 

• Have your say on Saints. Com¬ 
ment online at dailyecho.co.uk 


Claude Puel - the fans' views 


SAINTS fans have been debating 
Claude Puel’s sacking on the Echo 
website dailyecho.co.uk. Here are a 
selection of the comments so far. Log 
on now to join the debate. 

The fans didn’t cause Puel to leave. 
His results speak for themselves. Why 
it took the Board this long to make a 
decision is hard to understand. It also 
begs the question of how they recruit 
the next manager? Can we chalk this 
up to a mistake or is the system of 
searching and choosing at fault? 

DisplacedFan 

So CP has gone, what realistically 
did you all expect. Be very careful 
what you wish for. I hope we are not 
commenting on a season worse than 
this one this time next year. 

Sharkl 

Feel genuinely sad about this news. 
Wish him all the best and thank you 
Claude for doing what I believe was a 
great job under difficult 
circumstances. You leave a lasting 
legacy by putting your faith in youth. 
Leave knowing you did your best with 
dignity and can hold your head high. 

SaintJD 

I will probably be accused of being 
impatient for success but how long do 
we have to wait? 

We either want to challenge for top 
four or we don’t? If the majority want 
mid-table mediocrity, all well and 
good, but after forty years of 
supporting this club, and with the 
academy we have, I’m getting a bit fed 
up! 

Either go for top spot or sit in the 
second division; I know what I want 
and it ain’t second division! 

St Gerard 

We would all like to be challenging 
for the top 4 but lets be realistic, it is 
going to take a huge injection of cash 
to enable us to do that. It’s obvious 
that Kat can’t do that and i am not sure 
the Chinese will be able to either. 

saint from 57 

Puel was out of his depth in the PL. 

In playing cautious football, we 
became nervous and this gave the 
opposition an advantage especially at 
St Marys. Whoever the manager is 
next season should be Attack, Attack, 
Attack. 

Caruthers 

People keep talking about “the 
abuse he got” . I didn’t see that myself, 
some frustration yes but I think on the 
whole the club and the fans were 
actually pretty patient considering the 
complete lack of ambition on display. 
We gave him a fair crack of the whip a 


full year. He wasn’t the manager for 
us. Best wishes and that.. time to 
move on. 

Jesus_02 

The way we have treated him over 
the last few weeks is crude. However, I 
am pleased he has gone. We have a 
“Southampton way” of playing (MP 
and RK were brought on board to play 
that style)...CP was too negative and 
having gone to watch saints at 
Wembley and see us throw everything 
at Man Utd, I wondered why we didn’t 
play like that all season,.in fact he 
would still have a job imo. Too 
negative against teams similar to 
ourselves. We went from top six 
contenders to bottom half survivors 
(look at the points) under CP. 

WTFILN@PFC 

Wasn’t Puel an exciting manager 
who developed youth and was well 
respected in France, developed the 
likes of Hazard, now a lot of people 
are wanting an new exciting manager - 
hiring and firing short term won’t get 
us anywhere. 

KizIanKeith 


No question this was the right 



Claude Puel 


decision for our football club. The 
board could not have continued with 
someone who both split the fans and 
the players in only his first year! 

It has been clear for too long that 
things were not right. 

St Mary’s has been as poor as I’ve 
seen in many a year both in 
atmosphere and football played. 

Football is an entertainment 
business, however we as fans will 
accept a brand of football which may 
not be so pleasing on the eye if we 
have a winning formula. Unfortunately 
Puel fell short on both counts. 

Saint57 

If the board believe an 8th place 
finish and a Wembley cup final aren’t 
good enough then bring it on. 

Chagfordsaint 


Buy One 
Get One 

FREEP 



Special Gala 
Overnight Cruise 

2 days from £149 Sailing from Poole, returning 
to Portsmouth on board Astoria, 15 Sept 2018 
Discover life on board Astoria on this mini cruise from Poole 
to Portsmouth. Sail past the Needles and around the Isle 
of Wight, and enjoy an evening of first-class entertainment 
and fine dining aboard this much-loved cruise ship. 

Cruise highlights 

y/ Enjoy views of Bournemouth and pretty towns on the 
Isle of Wight, then indulge in an evening of dining and 
entertainment with your fellow passengers 
Stylish entertainment, traditional British & International 
cuisine & on-board leisure facilities 
V One nights’ full board accommodation on board Astoria 

*Book by 1 Jul 2017. Offer subject to availability & may be withdrawn at any time. 


Reader Offer ft Newmarket 





Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 [ncs_ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncs20472 


Prices above are per person for the lowest available cabin type. A selection of cabin types is available at 
ranging prices. All prices are extremely limited & may be withdrawn without notice. Newmarket Holidays Ltd. 
ABTA V7812. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. Fares exclude gratuities 


IIABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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£30m keeper 
Jordan is Pick 
of the bunch 


JORDAN Pickford will become the 
most expensive British goalkeeper 
of all time if he completes his move 
from Sunderland to Everton. 

Although the 23-year-old is 
uncapped at senior level, Ronald 
Koeman’s Toffees have had a bid 
accepted by the Black Cats which 
could reach £30million with various 
add-ons. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
progression of the British record fee 
for keepers from 1989, when a 
stopper first commanded a seven- 
figure sum. 

1989 

NIGEL MARTYN - 
BRISTOL ROVERS TO 
CRYSTAL PALACE (Elm) 

A decade after Trevor Francis 
became Britain’s first £1 million 
footballer, Martyn was the first 
goalkeeper to attract such a fee 
when Crystal Palace brought the 
then uncapped stopper to the 
capital. Martyn made the first of his 
23 England appearances in 1992 
while with Palace and was part of the 
team that lost the 1990 FA Cup final 
to Manchester United. Palace would 
make a £1.25million profit on Martyn 
when they sold him to Leeds in 1996. 

1990 

DAVID SEAMAN- QPR TO 
ARSENAL (£1.3m) 

The man who kept Martyn on the 
Three Lions’ bench for much of his 



Jordan Pickford 

career was also a more expensive 
purchase for Arsenal when they 
decided to replace John Lukic. In 
the months before Seaman’s switch 
was completed, Gunners fans sang, 
“We all agree that Lukic is better 
than Seaman”, yet few would still 
hold that view now after an 
impressive 13-year stint that 
included 564 appearances and eight 
major trophies. 

1993 

TIM FLOWERS - SAINTS TO 
BLACKBURN (£2.4m) 

Another of Seaman’s England 
understudies made a big-money 
move as part of the £20million 
transformation that Kenny Dalglish 
undertook to turn Blackburn into 
title winners in 1995. Flowers spent 
six seasons at Ewood Park and won 
that championship winners’ medal 
prior to leaving for Leicester after 
Rovers were relegated in 1999. He 
was part of England’s squads for 
Euro 1996 and the World Cup in 1998 
but won just 11 caps. 


Continued on facing page 
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Sacking Claude 


Simon 

Carter 



IT was, as far as managerial sack¬ 
ings go at Saints, fairly unique. 

On the one hand, the axing of 
Claude Puel was harsh. Many 
neutrals, looking in at events at 
St Mary’s from the outside, would 
no doubt agree. After all, this is 
Southampton FC we are talking 
about. Eighth place wasn’t bad 
- how much higher do you think 
you can realistically go? 

On the other, though, it felt 
right. It felt like a parting of the 
ways which had to be made. 

You only had to be at St Mary’s 
for the final few games of last sea¬ 
son to see first hand that some¬ 
thing was not quite right. 

Make no mistake, however - this 
is a mighty big call from the pow- 
ers-that-be at Saints. 

They have just sacked a manag¬ 
er who has finished eighth. In the 
club’s previous 39 top flight sea¬ 
sons, only three managers - Ted 
Bates, Lawrie McMenemy and 
Ronald Koeman - have finished 
higher. 

Given all circumstances, that is 
probably the best the club could 
have hoped for in 2017/18. 

Best of the rest, if you take 
away the elite. 

At the start of every season, 
most sensible Saints fans would 
say they expect their club to fin¬ 
ish behind Chelsea, Arsenal, 
Tottenham, the two Manchester 
clubs and Liverpool. 

Hardly a failure 

And last season Everton, under 
Koeman, were a big improvement. 
The Toffees have fresh momen¬ 
tum, and cash - witness the £30m 
bid for a goalkeeper this week. 

Therefore, to finish eighth - as 
Puel did - was hardly a failure. 

Yet we all know there was more 
to it than that. 

Points wise, Saints were nearer 
the drop than they were Everton, 
who finished immediately above 
them. They were only six points 
clear of fourth bottom Watford. 

Sacking Puel is an admission 
by Les Reed and the rest of the 
Saints board that they messed up 
when appointing Koeman’s suc¬ 
cessor. 

And no one likes to admit they 
are ever wrong. 

But Puel finished eighth in 
what is generally believed to be 
the toughest league on planet 
earth. It can’t have been a ‘wrong’ 
appointment. 

Can it? 

Ok, Saints’ record against the 
top teams was poor under Puel. 
Ok, some team selections were 
strange. 



And, ok, some of the football 
served up at times - especially at 
St Mary’s - was not hugely enter¬ 
taining. 

Some fans will tell you they 
don’t go to Saints to see hugely 
entertaining games. They go to 
hopefully see Saints win. 

Under Puel, they didn’t see 
many of either - just six home 
wins in 18 league games and some 


dull encounters, a 0-0 draw with 
Hull the absolute nadir. 

In support of Puel, you could 
say he finished in the same place 
- eighth - as a team containing 
Lambert, Lallana, Schneiderlin, 
Clyne, Shaw, Wanyama, Fonte 
and Lovren did in 2013/14. 

But Poch’s side totalled 56 
points which is 10 more than Puel 
bagged. And they were far more 


entertaining to watch, and they 
scored more goals. 

The pressure is now on Reed 
and co to make a swift appoint¬ 
ment, and the identity of Puel’s 
successor will make absorbing 
reading. 

Saints cannot really appoint a 
‘like for like’, someone with a de¬ 
cent record on the continent - lest 
we forget, Puel had taken Lyon 
to the Champions League semi 
finals, he was hardly a novice - 
and a good record for nurturing 
young talent. 

No, they can’t appoint a Puel 
clone. 

They need to bring in someone 
with gravitas, someone with a 
proven record and someone who 
is a fairly big name. 

How many of those managers 
are out there? And how many 
are out of work, bearing in mind 
Saints probably don’t want to 
pay compensation - having just 
shelled out a lot to pay up Puel’s 
contract. 
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arsh... but ^me 
other, it felt right. It 
felt like a parting of 
the ways had to be 
made...' 




Puel was not a big name, in the 
eyes of some Saints fans. He was 
seen, fairly or unfairly, as a cheap 
option, a ‘yes man’ all to eager 
to give game time to youngsters 
Koeman had ignored and who the 
club’s hierarchy were desperate 
to see progress. 

Saints fans need to remember 
this - their club might not finish 
as high as eighth next season. 

Last season’s top seven will 


again be strong, while Newcas¬ 
tle are expected to splash some 
cash. Even Cherries, who could 
soon sign Jermaine Defoe - the 
proven striker Saints desperately 
lacked under Puel - could threat¬ 
en Saints’ status as south coast 
top dogs. 

Remember, Cherries finished 
level on points with Saints last 
season. That close. 

That is why Saints need a Koe- 


man-type appointment, someone 
who will command respect be¬ 
cause of their achievements and 
standing in the game. Someone 
who can offer hope and optimism. 

Claude Puel never offered that, 
and he possibly never received 
that respect from some members 
of his squad, but he had to earn it 
in the first place. 

You can’t expect to earn it by 
leaving your skipper (Jose Fon- 


te) out of all the Europa League 
ties, and by ‘resting’ players who 
have just scored - Shane Long and 
Jordy Clasie two examples of that 
demotivational form of manage¬ 
ment from 2016/17. 

I have some sympathy with 
Puel. He took on a club where 
some fans’ expectations almost 
certainly outstrip the realistic 
possibilities. 

He didn’t create those expecta¬ 
tions. Nigel Adkins, Mauricio Po- 
chettino and Ronald Koeman, to 
name but three, did that. 

Puel was unlucky in that he was 
the chosen one to try and manage 
those expectations. 

In that, he flopped. 

The sympathy begins to end 
when you look back at Saints’ 
poor Europa League campaign. 

That they failed to qualify for 
the knock-out stages was primar¬ 
ily down to some baffling team 
selections. 

Puel then talked up his ambi¬ 
tions of trying to take Saints back 
into Europe in 2017/18! 

If he hadn’t been busy furiously 
tinkering, his first Euro adven¬ 
ture with the club would almost 
certainly have lasted longer. 

As it turned out, it was his only 
Euro adventure with Saints, and 
that is his own fault. 

History will not fully judge 
Claude Puel today, tomorrow, or 
in the weeks and months ahead. 

Only in a few years time will we 
be able to look back and decide 
whether his eighth-place finish 
and Wembley cup final lived on in 
the memories, beyond the lack of 
entertaining football and a pauci¬ 
ty of goals on too many occasions. 

If Saints finish lower than 
eighth next season, and don’t get 
to a cup final, what then? Will 
Puel’s replacement be considered 
a failure too? Will fans be voting 
for him to be sacked as well? 

Or will the 16th man to manage 
Saints in 19 Premier League sea¬ 
sons possess the charisma - and 
some more attack-minded tactics 
- to offset that? 

Over to you, Les Reed. The next 
instalment of the soap opera 
which is perennially the Saints 
managerial situation promises to 
be as fascinating as all the (many) 
others have been... 


From facing page 

2001 

RICHARD WRIGHT - IPSWICH TO 
ARSENAL (£6m) 

It looked as if Steve Simonsen 
would be the next to break the 
record when he joined Everton from 
Tranmere in a 1998 deal that could 
have been worth £3.3m. However, 
Simonsen failed to meet a number of 
the stipulations for add-ons and so 
Flowers’ record fee remained intact 
until Arsenal acquired one-cap 
international Wright in the summer 
of 2001. However, having failed to 
dislodge first-choice stopper 
Seaman, Wright moved on just 12 
months later to join Everton. Had a 
spell on loan with Saints towards the 
end of the 2007/08 season. 

2001 

CHRIS KIRKLAND - 
COVENTRY TO LIVERPOOL 
(£6m+) 

Not long after Wright headed to 
north London, Kirkland, another 
highly rated young English keeper, 
joined Liverpool on the same day 
they signed Jerzy Dudek. Kirkland 
was only 20 at the time, and would 
not represent England for another 
five years, but Coventry confirmed it 
was a fee greater than the one 
Arsenal spent on Wright. The 
presence of Dudek and a series of 
injuries meant Kirkland never lived 
up to his price tag at Anfield. 

2007 

CRAIG GORDON - HEARTS 
TO SUNDERLAND (£9m) 

Sunderland were the ones 
splashing the cash on a goalkeeper 
eight years ago when they bought 
Hearts’ Gordon after returning to the 
top flight. Last season he helped 
Celtic to a domestic treble when 
they remained unbeaten 
domestically and, now 34, he signed 
a new deal in March having 
reportedly attracted interest from 
Chelsea in the winter window. 

2014 

FRASER FORSTER - CELTIC TO 
SAINTS (£10m) 

Gordon’s move to Celtic allowed 
the Bhoys to let Fraser Forster join 
Saints in another record-setting 
transfer. Current Everton boss 
Koeman was in charge of the Saints 
when they signed Forster after he 
kept a Scottish top-flight record 13 
clean sheets in a row. The big 
keeper had just returned from 
England’s disappointing 2014 World 
Cup campaign, though he was not 
used in Brazil by Roy Hodgson. 

And he remains behind the likes of 
Joe Hart and Jack Butland in the 
pecking order. 



Fraser Forster. 
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Remarkable 

Tinkerman 


SAINTS 



HE is the manager who took 
tinkering to a new, remarkable level. 

Claudio Ranieri was the original 
Tinkerman, a tag afforded him by the 
national press during his time in 
charge at Chelsea. 

But even the Italian couldn’t hold a 
candle to Puel when it came to 
chopping and changing. 

In what turned out to be his only 
season at St Mary’s, Puel made a 
staggering 250 changes in 52 league 
and cup games. 

His first few months regularly saw 
half the team being rotated, rested, 
dropped - call it what you want - 
during weeks which contained 
Europa League and League Cup 
ties. 

Though there were fewer changes 
after a truly hectic January, Puel 
ended the 2016/17 season by 
making 17 changes in his last three 
league games. 

He made seven at Middlesbrough, 
including handing first starts to 
Jeremy Pied and Martin Caceres and 
starting Jay Rodriguez and Shane 
Long up front for the first time in the 
league all season. 

A few days later, Puel made eight 
changes for Manchester United’s 
visit, and ended the campaign by 
making two more for what turned 
out to be his Saints farewell against 
Stoke. 

By this stage, fans had got used to 
seeing a much-changed side. 



Claude Puel 


Puel twice made 10 changes - for 
Chelsea’s visit back in late October 
after a midweek League Cup win 
over Sunderland, and again for the 
FA Cup fourth round tie with Arsenal 
at the end of January. 

He also made nine changes for the 
game at West Ham last September, 
and on 13 other occasions made 
seven changes. 

That is an amazing statistic, and 
who knows whether Les Reed ever 
expected anything like that when he 
appointed the Frenchman last 
summer. 

Certainly, the Saints faithful didn’t 

- and large amounts of them had 
grown frustrated long before the 
final weeks of the campaign. 

Yes, he may have taken Saints to a 
major cup final, he took them into 
eighth place - the same position 
Mauricio Pochettino managed with 
unarguably a stronger first choice XI 

- and he might well have 
masterminded a European win 
against Inter Milan. 

Yes, the same Inter Milan who six 
years earlier, in 2010, had won the 
Champions League. 

At the same time Saints were 
finishing seventh in the third tier of 
English football. 

Despite all that, many fans were 
never fully convinced by Puel. And 
they were the ones who were glad of 
Wednesday night’s announcement. 


Highs and lows 



One of Claude Puel's high 
points as Saints boss - Manolo 
Gabbiadini celebrates his 


uaoDiaaini ceieurates ms 
equaliser in the League Cup final 
against Manchester United. 



ROLL UP, roll up! 

The Claude Puel emotional 
rollercoaster experienced many highs 
and lows in the Frenchman’s 12 months 
at St Mary’s. 

One thing was for certain - the ride was 
rarely dull. But this is Southampton FC we 
are talking about, and life is rarely dull at 
the club, is it? 

Saints supporters experienced the full 
range of emotions under Puel - never 
really knowing what lay in store for them 
from one week to the next. 

And never really knowing which version 
of Puel’s Saints would turn up. 

Here, the Daily Echo charts the highs 
and the lows of Puel’s tenure at St Mary’s. 

LOW 

Aug 27: Saints 1 Sunderland 1 

Having already failed to beat Watford at 
St Mary’s on the opening day, Saints 
required a late leveller from sub Jay 
Rodriguez to avoid an embarrassing 
home loss against the Black Cats. 

HIGH 

Sept 15: Saints 3 Sp Prague 0 

After collecting just two points from 
four league games, Claude Puel was in 
desperate need of a first win. And thanks 
to a first half double from European 
debutant Charlie Austin, and a late third 
from Jay Rodriguez, he got just that as 
Saints took an early foothold on their 
Europa League group. 

HIGH 

Sept 25: West Ham 0 Saints 3 

A fourth straight league and cup win - 
all with clean sheets - was delivered 
through goals from Charlie Austin, Dusan 
Tadic and James Ward-Prowse. After 
beating Swansea, this win made it back- 
to-back league successes - something 
Saints have been unable to match since. 

LOW 

Oct 20: Inter Milan 1 Saints 0 

On a historic night in the San Siro, 
Claude Puel again leaves skipper Jose 
Fonte out of his starting XI, while top 
scorer Charlie Austin is on the bench and 
Nathan Redmond left out of the squad 
altogether. Saints still enjoy the bulk of 
the possession but fail to take their 
chances and concede relatively late on. 

HIGH 

Nov 3: Saints 2 Inter Milan 1 

Saints come from behind to record a 
famous victory against one of the most 
famous names in European football. 
Trailing at half-time, Virgil van Dijk levels 
on 64 minutes before Yuto Nagatomo 
needlessly puts through his own goal five 
minutes later. 

LOW 

Nov 6: Hull 2 Saints 1 

The joy of beating Inter does not last 
long as Saints lose to a Hull side who 
entered the game having picked up only 
one point from their previous eight 
league games. Charlie Austin puts Saints 
ahead early on but they concede twice in 
three second half minutes. 


LOW 

Nov 24: Sp Prague 1 Saints 0 
Jose Fonte is again left out and Charlie 
Austin is again on the bench as Saints 
turn in an insipid Europa League display 
to lose in the Czech Republic. 

HIGH 

Nov 27: Saints 1 Everton 0 
Saints sentence Ronald Koeman to 
defeat on his first return to St Mary’s as 
Everton manager. Claude Puel throws in 
teenager Josh Sims for his first ever start 
and is rewarded when the rookie provides 
the assist for what turns out to be Charlie 
Austin’s first minute winner. 

HIGH 

Nov 30: Arsenal 0 Saints 2 


First half goals from Jordy Clasie, his 
first for the club, and Ryan Bertrand, send 
Saints through to what is only the club’s 
third ever League Cup semi final - and 
their first since 1987. 

LOW 

Dec 3: C Palace 3 Saints 0 
Palace went into the game having lost 
six league games in a row, yet they still 
easily beat Saints thanks to goals from 
Christian Benteke (2) and James 
Tomkins. It is one of only two Palace 
home league wins all season. 

LOW 

Dec 8: Saints 1 Hapoel 1 
The worst night of the season so far, as 
Saints not only crash out of the Europa 
League - conceding a late goal to 


previously unfancied Israeli outfit Hapoel 
- but also losing top scorer Charlie Austin 
to a serious shoulder injury. 

HIGH 

Dec 17: Cherries 1 Saints 3 
Desperately in need of a morale 
booster, Claude Puel gets one at Dean 
Court thanks to a Jay Rodriguez brace 
and one from Ryan Bertrand. 

LOW 

Dec 31: Saints 1 West Brom 2 
For the fourth time this season in the 
league, Saints lose after taking the lead - 
something which had previously 
happened at Arsenal and Hull and at 
home to Tottenham three days earlier. 
Shane Long scores his first Saints goal 
since last May, but the Baggies are level 



















SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, June 17 , 2017 


7 


SAINTS 



Where next? 

Cristiano Ronaldo's reported unhappiness in 
Spain will have some of the biggest clubs in 
world football on alert in a bid to sign the 






Come along to our show home open weekend - this weekend! 

Great Location Great Homes Open 10% months a year* 


of Puel 

LOW 


s 


reign 


Real Madrid forward. 

Here, the Sports Pink assesses possible 
destinations for the 32-year-old, and which of 
those clubs could afford the four-time Ballon 
d'Or winner. 

MANCHESTER UNITED 

Ronaldo has made no secret of his 
affection for United - the club he left to join 
Madrid in 2009 after six years at Old Trafford 
- and there is no doubt boss Jose Mourinho 
would welcome his compatriot with open 
arms. United struggled in front of goal last 
term and, with the crocked Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
already released, there is a slot ready to be 
filled up front. The Red Devils are certainly 
one of the few clubs capable of putting 
together a financial package to re-sign the 
Portugal captain. 


Jan 28: Saints 0 Arsenal 5 
Puel makes 10 changes for the 
FA Cup home tie with Arsenal, 
fielding a young and inexperienced 
XI. Saints are 3-0 down by half-time 
and eventually suffer the club’s 
heaviest ever post-war FA Cup 
defeat. Former Saint Theo Walcott 
hits a hat-trick. 

LOW 

Feb 4: Saints 1 West Ham 3 
For the fifth time under Puel, 
Saints take the lead in a league 
game and lose. In almost a carbon 
copy of their defeat to West Brom, 
Saints concede an equaliser 
shortly after taking the lead and go 
on to lose. 

HIGH 

Feb 11: Sunderland 0 Saints 4 
Manolo Gabbiadini, having 
previously scored on his debut, 
nets twice on his second 
appearance as Saints romp to 
victory against the rock bottom 
Black Cats. Playing 4-2-3-1 for the 
first time - the system both his 
predecessors at St Mary’s 
favoured - Puel is rewarded with 
Saints’ joint-biggest Premier 
League away win - matching the 
4-0 success at Leicester in 
December 2001. 


HIGH & LOW 

Feb 26: Saints 2 Manchester 
United 3 

Manolo Gabbiadini nets twice 
again as Saints come from 0-2 
down in the League Cup final 
against Manchester United to level, 
having previously had a goal 
controversially ruled out. Had that 
been allowed, Puel could still be 
boss, A late Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
header sentenced Saints to a cruel 
defeat. The best team on the day 
had lost. 

HIGH 

Apr 5: Saints 3 Palace 1 

After falling behind, Saints 
recover to win - Maya Yoshida and 
James Ward-Prowse both scoring 
in the last six minutes. They would 
be the last home goals Saints 
would score under Puel. 

LOW 

Apr 29: Saints 0 Hull 0 

Puel and his team are booed off 
after Saints fail to beat lowly Hull, 
Dusan Tadic missing a late penalty. 

LOW 

May 17: Saints 0 Man Utd 0 

Again, Saints missed a penalty- 
Manolo Gabbiadini the culprit this 
time - and there were cheers when 
Puel was struck in the face by a 
flying ball. 

LOW 

May 21: Saints 0 Stoke 1 

Saints failed to score for the fifth 
home game running, and some 
fans stayed on after the final 
whistle to jeer Puel on the 
traditional lap of appreciation. It 
was a sad end. 


LOW: Saints concede in their Euiropa League defeat in 
Sparta Prague. 


PARIS ST GERMAIN 

The deposed Ligue 1 champions will be in 
the market to make a statement this summer 
and the club's wealthy Qatari owners will 
certainly be keen to bring Ronaldo to Paris. A 
fee well in excess of £100million would be no 
barrier for PSG. 

CHINESE SUPER LEAGUE 

Should Ronaldo be tempted by the 
highest bidder, then he need look no further 
than potential interest from China. Former 
United striker Carlos Tevez picks up around 
£615,000-a-week at Shanghai Shenhua so 
Ronaldo can expect to earn a mind-boggling 
figure - perhaps pushing £50million per 
season. Whether he wants to pursue a career 
in the Far East is another matter. 

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 

Los Angeles Galaxy have made some big 
signings in the past - David Beckham and 
Steven Gerrard among them - but luring a 
world-class talent like Ronaldo at the peak 
of his powers would be a huge statement. 
Ronaldo would have no qualms about the 
lifestyle on offer in California but the standard 
of competition could again be a factor. The 
mega-rich Seattle Sounders could be another 
possible destination for Ronaldo in the United 
States, but it is unlikely. 

MANCHESTER CITY 

Given Ronaldo's history at rivals 
Manchester United - where he won three 
Premier League titles, the FA Cup, the League 
Cup twice and the Champions League in 
2008 - a switch to the Etihad Stadium appears 
remote. City can afford him, but it is highly 
unlikely Pep Guardiola would sanction a move 
for the 32-year-old given the abundance of 
attacking talent already at the club. 


within two minutes. 


LOW 


Jan 2: Everton 3 Saints 0 
Saints are well beaten by 
Ronald Koeman’s men at 
Goodison Park, a defeat which 
comes just a few days after 
executive director of football 
Les Reed reveals that skipper 
Jose Fonte has handed in a 
transfer request. 


HIGH 


Jan 11: Saints 1 Liverpool 0 
Nathan Redmond gives Saints 
a League Cup semi final first leg 
lead against Liverpool, who had 
only lost two of their previous 25 
league and cup games all 


LOW 


Jan 22: Saints 3 Leicester 0 
Days after selling Jose Fonte 
to West Ham, the joy of beating 
Leicester is overshadowed by 
key centre half Virgil van Dijk is 
seriously injured against 
Leicester. 


HIGH 


Jan 25: Liverpool 0 Saints 1 
Against all the odds, Saints 
reach only their second League 
Cup final - not only managing to 
keep out the Premier League’s 
top goalscorers, but then 
snatching an injury time winner 
through Shane Long. 


Take your next step to holiday home ownership 
at Solent Breezes, we’re just a visit away 


01489 660 576 


Solent Breezes Holiday Park 

Hook Lane, Warsash, Nr Southampton, Hants, S031 9HG. 
www.ParkHolidays.com/solentbreezes-ownership 


*A holiday home cannot be used as a permanent residence. 


Discover a whole new lifestyle today! 


You’ll find our beautiful family holiday park situated in the 
countryside with direct access to the beach, just 10 minutes 
from the M27. With great facilities and a warm, friendly 
atmosphere, you’ll be able to escape everyday life and enjoy 
relaxing holidays amongst like-minded people. 

The coastal and countryside walks provide some incredible 
views over the Solent and it’s a great way to keep fit or exercise 
dogs. Solent Breezes is popular with boat owners too as we 
have our own boat storage facility with free slipway. 
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Jerrard is 
aiming high 

DAVID Jerrard is looking 
to find the net regularly 
for Dorchester Town next 
season as he embarks on 
a new 12-month spell with 
the Southern Premier 
Division club. 

The attacking midfielder, 
20, who came up from the 
club’s reserves and has had 
stints on loan at Petersfield 
and Gosport Borough, is 
one of 13 players to have 
penned deals at the Avenue 
Stadium this summer. 

Jerrard scored the goal 
against Stratford on the 
final day of last season 
that helped the Magpies 
stave off relegation and 
is now aiming for bigger 
things. 

He said: “Last year was 
a difficult season, but 
it’s a big club with great 
facilities. We’ve got to look 
ahead and aim for the play¬ 
offs.” 

Commenting on the 



David Jerrard 


qualities he can bring to 
the side, Jerrard - who has 
also featured for Bemerton 
and Folland Sports in the 
Sydenhams Wessex League 
- admitted he favours the 
NolO role. 

“My best position is 
behind the striker,” he 
said. 

“Last season I was 
playing centre-mid, but 
I can play a number of 
positions, just doing my bit 
for the team with assists, 
playing well every week 
and grafting for the team, 
giving 100 per cent.” 

Having spent time with 
Dorchester’s reserves and 
away on loan, Jerrard 
believes the extra playing 
time helped smooth his 
path to the first team. 

“Reserve football was 
great for me as we had 
some great players,” he 
said. “I went on loan to 
Petersfield and Gosport. 

“It’s a lot different to 
reserve football, but it’s a 
good stepping stone.” 


Scott set for a Silverlake return with Silkmen 



Scott Wilson, right 


RELEASED Eastleigh striker 
Scott Wilson will be back at 
the Silverlake Stadium next 
season - sporting the colours 
of National League rivals 
Macclesfield Town. 

The pacy 24-year-old has 
signed a one-year deal with 
the Silkmen almost a year to 
the day after doing likewise 
for the Spitfires. 

Wilson, who began his 
career in the Bristol City 
academy, arrived at Stoneham 
Lane last June having scored 
24 goals in 42 appearances for 


National League South club 
Weston-super-Mare where he 
was named manager’s player- 
of-the-year. 

Having picked up an injury 
early last season, he played 
in fits and starts under four 
different Spitfires managers, 
featuring mainly as an impact 
player off the bench. 

He was one of seven players 
not to be offered a new 
contract when Eastleigh’s 
retained list was drawn up 
in early May and left the 
Silverlake having scored 


six goals in 12 starts for the 
Hampshire club. 

Discussing his Macclesfield 
move, Wilson said: “I was 
always going to aim to stay 
at this level and, when the 
chance came to come to a 
big club like this, I took it 
straight away.” 

John Askey’s Silkmen 
finished ninth in the National 
League, six places and 11 
points above Eastleigh, and 
lost the FA Trophy final 3-2 
to relegated York City at 
Wembley. 


Mitford's U-turn 


Wendy 

Gee 



ALRESFORD Town were back in 
the hunt for a new striker this 
week after a swift about-turn 
from Tyrell Mitford. 

Having joined the Magpies from 
Sydenhams top-flight rivals Team 
Solent at the start of this month, 
the former QPR hitman has now 
seized the opportunity to link up 
with Alex Pike’s new-look Gos¬ 
port Borough in the Southern 
Premier Division. 

While Gosport’s official website 
states that Mitford joined them 
from Team Solent, the player had 
already been registered on Wes¬ 
sex forms for Alresford. 

Magpies boss Richard Luffman 
said he was “too angry” to com¬ 
ment on Borough’s intervention, 
but he did stress that there were 
no hard feelings with the player 
himself and wished Mitford luck 
with his new venture. 

“Tyrell’s a nice nipper and I’m 
sure he can be a success at that 
level,” he said. 

“He’d have been a good player 
for us, but we’ll be looking again.” 

Mitford, who has just complet¬ 
ed the first year of a coaching 
and sport development degree at 
Southampton Solent University, 
was released by QPR in May 2015 
after playing for their under-18s. 

Last season he starred for Team 
Solent as they reached the FA 
Vase fifth round and the final of 
the Southampton Senior Cup at St 
Mary’s. 

Luffman, who steered Alresford 
to fifth in the Sydenhams Pre¬ 
mier, at least has the consolation 
of keeping hold of highly-rated 
centre-back Lukas McCartney, 
who was also on Borough’s want¬ 
ed list. 

Gosport, newly relegated from 
the National League South, have 
made a flurry of signings. 


The versatile Alek Przespolews- 
ki has put pen to paper, while 
ex-Eastleigh wideman Ramone 
Rose has re-signed having joined 
Borough two-thirds of the way 
through last season. 

Isle of Wight-based Przes- 
polewski was part of Winchester 
City’s Wessex title-winning squad 
of 2011/12 and has also played for 
Havant & Waterlooville, Peters¬ 
field, Kingstonian, Newport IW 
and Cowes Sports. 

Popular, Devon-based midfield¬ 
er Aaron Dawson will remain at 


Privett Park for 2017/18. 

Dawson had received offers 
from two other clubs - one in the 
National League South, the other 
in the Southern One South & West 
- but fans will be contributing to 
his wages to keep him at the club. 

He will be joined at Borough by 
Bournemouth-based midfielder 
Matt Buse from Taunton Town 
and Gosport academy graduate 
Jack Breed, a right-sided mid¬ 
fielder who spent last season du¬ 
al-signed at Whitchurch United. 

New in is 19-year-old Ashton 


Leigh, a left-sided defender/mid¬ 
fielder signed from Salisbury and 
son of vastly experienced mid¬ 
fielder and former Newport IW 
manager Steve. 

Prior to a successful 2016/17 
with Taunton, Buse had spent 
time with Weymouth, Chard, Yeo¬ 
vil Town and Bristol City and was 
also selected for the England un¬ 
der-19 Futsal squad. 

Breed, 19, is on the fringes of 
the Gibraltar under-21s squad for 
whom he qualifies through par¬ 
entage. 
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Tyrell Mitford, right, in action for Team Solent 
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Ollie predicts bright future for Christchurch 



Ollie Cherrett 


OLLIE Cherrett insists the “fu¬ 
ture is bright” for Christchurch, 
with his players desperate to put 
right the disappointment of miss¬ 
ing out on promotion from Syden- 
hams Wessex One. 

Manager Cherrett was thrilled 
that his entire squad wasted no 
time in committing themselves to 
anther season at the MA Hart Sta¬ 
dium following last term’s fourth- 
placed finish. 

With an eight-year project to 
complete, a new changing room 


complex set to come to fruition 
this summer, and the club on a 
firm financial footing, everything 
is in place for Cherrett to launch a 
bid for Premier Division football. 

“I am a firm believer in looking 
forward, you cannot go back and 
change anything,” he said. 

“The lads have been brilliant. 

“I think, if anything, the hurt 
we all felt last season has sharp¬ 
ened our focus even more. We sat 
and had a beer and discussed eve¬ 
rything as a group after the final 


game. 

“You cannot achieve anything 
without everybody putting it in. 
We all said we wanted to stick to¬ 
gether and work hard. 

“I told the lads I would bring in 
a couple of players, nothing ma¬ 
jor, as long as they all wanted to 
commit. 

“At the presentation evening 
I had 16 or 17 signing-on forms 
completed. 

“I am not sure many clubs 
would be able to say that.” 


Ryan Pens big deal 
for the Moneymen 



Action from Sholing v Baffins Milton Rovers in last season's Sydenhams League Cup final 



MONE YFIELDS are ready to hand 
last season’s runaway Sydenhams 
One top scorer a chance to shine 
on the Southern League stage. 

The newly-promoted Wessex 
Premier runners-up have signed 
Ryan Pennery on dual registra¬ 
tion from neighbours Baffins Mil- 
ton Rovers. 

Pennery excelled with 48 goals 
from 46 appearances last term, 
helping Baffins secure promotion 
to the Sydenhams top-flight and 
reach the Wessex League Cup fi¬ 
nal. 

It was no mean feat for a lo¬ 
cal lad, just 18 years of age, who 
came up through the Moneyfields 
youth set-up. 

Blessed with blistering pace, he 
was a virtual ever-present for Baf¬ 
fins last term and Dave Diaper, 
whose Sholing side beat Baffins 
in the League Cup final, was re¬ 
minded of another prolific local 
marksman watching him play. 

Speculation 


“He’s a bit like Warren Bentley 
with the way he plays between the 
lines,” Diaper observed. “He also 
scores a lot of goals.” 

There had been much specula¬ 
tion about Pennery’s future on 
social media, prompting Baffins 
to clarify: “Baffins Milton Rovers 
own Ryan Pennery’s registration 
for the next four years, but have 
agreed to let Ryan sign for Money- 
fields FC for the 2017/18 season. 

“However, Ryan can still play 
for both sides on a dual registra¬ 
tion basis.” 

Pennery tweeted: “Happy to 
return to @upthemoneys while 


dual signing with @BMRFC what 
a season ahead!” 

Along with Pennery, Money- 
fields have signed former Pe- 
tersfield winger Joe Briggs from 
Winchester City for their maiden 
Southern One Central voyage. 

Marley Ridge, who had a brief 
spell at AFC Totton last season, 
rejoins the Portsmouth club on 
loan from Havant & Waterlooville, 
while ex-Totton and Saints Acad¬ 


emy goalkeeper Steve Mowthorpe 
has agreed to stay at Dover Road 
despite interest from elsewhere. 

The likes of Dan Wooden, Gavin 
Spurway, Gary Austin and Na¬ 
than Paxton will also be sticking 
with Dave Carter’s Moneys side 
for their new venture. 

Baffins, meanwhile, have un¬ 
derlined their ambition to thrive 
at Sydenhams Premier level by 
welcoming former Havant & Wa¬ 


terlooville and Gosport Borough 
midfielder Perry Ryan into the 
Kendall Stadium ranks. 

The 25-year-old Pompey Acad¬ 
emy graduate is returning to foot¬ 
ball after a year out. 

• Got a local football story for 
us? 

Email words and pictures to 
wendy.gee@dailyecho.co.uk, or 
contact 02380 424515. 


Friendlies 

Saturday, July 1 

Salisbury v Portsmouth 

Wednesday, July 5 

Folland Sports v Blackfield & Langley 

Friday, July 7 

Fawley AFC v AFC Totton 

Winchester City v Gosport Borough 

Saturday, July 8 

Andover Town v Highworth Town 

Eastleigh v AFC Wimbledon 

Hamble Club v Pagham 

Newport IW v Havant & Waterlooville 

Monday, July 10 

Moneyfields v Brockenhurst 

Tuesday, July 11 

AFC Totton v Aldershot Town 

Basingstoke Town v Eastleigh 

Winchester City v Hungerford Town 

Wednesday, July 12 

Fawley AFC v Blackfield & Langley 

Folland Sports v Moneyfields. 

Thursday, July 13 

Baffins MR v Gosport Borough 

Saturday, July 15 

Andover Town v Downton (Sparsholt 

College) 

Blackfield & Langley v AFC Totton 
Eastleigh v Portsmouth 
Havant & Waterlooville v Farnbor- 
ough 

Moneyfields v Gosport Borough 
Winchester City v Hanwell Town 

Tuesday, July 18 

AFC Totton v Havant & Waterlooville 
Andover Town v Salisbury 
Blackfield & Langley v Eastleigh 
Hamble Club v Godaiming Town 
Winchester City v Sholing 
Wednesday, July 19 
Folland Sports v Gosport Borough 
Thursday, July 20 
Bemerton HH v Gosport Borough 
Friday, July 21 

Gosport Borough v Lymington Town 
Hythe & Dibden v Brockenhurst 
Saturday, July 22 
Andover Town v Basingstoke Town 
Bashley v Winchester City 
Brockenhurst Development v Ham¬ 
worthy Rec Res 
Eastleigh v Newport County 
Havant & Waterlooville v Sutton Utd 
Horndean v Gosport Borough 
Tuesday, July 25 
Andover NS v Andover Town 
Bashley v Wimborne Town. 

Bemerton HH v AFC Totton 
Blackfield & Langley v Winchester 
City 

Fareham Town v Moneyfields 

Horndean v Havant & Waterlooville 

Laverstock & Ford v Brockenhurst 

Wednesday, July 26 

Fawley AFC v Sholing 

Folland Sports v Gosport Borough 

Thursday, July 27 

Bemerton HH v AFC Totton 

Friday, July 28 

Eastleigh v Sheffield Utd 

Gosport Borough v Bognor Regis 

Team Solent v Thatcham Town (3G) 

Saturday, July 29 

Andover Town v Hedge End Rangers 

(Sparsholt College) 

AFC Totton v Chichester City 
Brockenhurst Development v 
Shrewton 

Hailsham Town v Brockenhurst 
Hamble Club v Moneyfields 
Havant & Waterlooville v Portsmouth 
Hythe & Dibden v Lymington Town 
Stockbridge v Totton & Eling 
US Portsmouth v Blackfield & Langley 
Wimborne Town v Gosport Borough 
Winchester City v Alresford Town 
Tuesday, August 1 
AFC Stoneham v Eastleigh 
Moneyfields v Winchester City 
Thursday, August 3 
Brockenhurst Development v Boldre 
Royals 

Saturday, August 5 

Salisbury v Basingstoke Town 
Winchester City v Farnborough 
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Brock don't wait 
Long to nab duo 



BROCKENHURST are confident 
the arrival of Matt Sheedy and 
Chris Wateridge from Team So- 
lent will help soften the potential 
blow of losing the Long brothers. 

Between them, Jake and Ryan 
Long played more than 70 games 
for the Badgers last term, but 
their days at Grigg Lane may be 
numbered. 

In all likelihood, they will be 
heading to Sydenhams Premier 
neighbours Lymington Town. 

Manager Pat McManus said: 
“Ryan and Jake have both played 
for (Lymington boss) Dave Lewis 
before and I think we’re going to 
lose them. 

“But we’ve got a contingency 
in Matt and Chris who both play 
down the middle. 

“Matt’s preferred position is 
where Jesse Waller-Lassen played 
at Team Solent (NolO), but he was 
pushed out wide there, which is 
understandable. 

“Chris is a central midfielder. 
He had a lot of commitments last 
year and didn’t play as much as 
he’d have liked, but he played his 
part in getting Team Solent out 
of Wessex One a couple of years 
back. 

“They’re both good friends of 
(Brock wideman) Will Tickle who 
was instrumental in getting them 
here.” 

Another ex-Team Solent man, 
defender Matt Burt, will be with 
Brock from the off this season 
having appeared nine times at the 
back end of 2016/17. 

And such is McManus’s faith in 
Burt, that he is awarding him the 
skipper’s armband. 

“Matt went from Salisbury to 
Hamble Club and, by his own 
admission, he came to us unfit,” 
said McManus. 



Matt Sheedy, right, is set to sign for Brockenhurst 


“But we got him fit and he was 
outstanding towards the end of 
the season. He’s a good signing. 

“He’ll start as captain this year, 
he’s got that about him.” 

McManus is also hoping for 
big things from Mitch Speechley- 
Price who gave a flavour of his 
attacking quality by netting 14 
goals last term -just three shy of 
Ryan Long. 

“Mitch scored 14 from central 
midfield and we’ll look to develop 


him up top,” said the boss. 

Club stalwart Mark Barker, who 
top-scored with 31, is staying on, 
joined by the likes of Tickle, Tom¬ 
my Barnes and Ronan Moore. 

“There’s no major surgery need¬ 
ed,” said McManus. 

“We’re not even going to try and 
compete with some of the money 
being chucked around. 

“My phone’s been red hot with 
players wanting to come and train 
with us. With the right mix, we 


want to be in a position where ten 
times out of ten we’ll beat sides in 
the bottom half of the table and 
compete properly with those in 
the top-ten. 

“We took six points off Black- 
field last season, so we can do it, 
but we underperformed at times 
against bottom-half teams. 

“We’ve got the tools now and, if 
I can fix that - and it’s a mentality 
thing - we should have a decent 
season.” 



Poole hire talent spotter Luke 


POOLE Town have appointed a 
head of player recruitment. 

Luke Middlewick will be an in¬ 
tegral part of the Dolphins’ play¬ 
er development process, assisting 
manager Tom Killick in spotting 
players with National League 
South potential. 

He will work closely with Gavin 
Reeves, Poole’s recently-appoint¬ 
ed development manager, identi¬ 
fying talent for the under-18s and 


the development squad (Wyvern 
League). 

In addition to studying for his 
coaching qualifications, Mid¬ 
dlewick has completed the FA’s 
Talent Identification Course and 
previously worked as a scout at 
under-18 and under-21 profession¬ 
al level. 

He has coached pre-academy/ 
academy players and has an ex¬ 
tensive network of contacts local¬ 


ly, having worked at AFC Bourne¬ 
mouth and Southampton. He was, 
until recently, with Sydenhams 
Premier club Hamworthy United. 

A club statement said: “The ap¬ 
pointments of both Reeves and 
Middlewick shows real commit¬ 
ment to young footballers in Poole 
and the surrounding area, filling 
the gap between true grassroots 
football and the professional 
game.” 



Bacon and 
tea offered 
for help 

AFC TOTTON need 
volunteers to help get the 
Testwood Stadium looking 
spick and span for the new 
Southern One South & 

West season. 

A major clean-up 
operation will be taking 
place on Saturday, July 1. 

A number of jobs need 
doing in both the stadium 
and clubhouse, including 
sweeping and washing the 
stands, 

window cleaning, 
strimming and weeding 
and and washing out the 
bins around the ground. 

Volunteers will be 
fortified with hot drinks 
and bacon butties on the 
day. 

If you can help, drop the 
club an email at afctotton@ 
mail.com 



Testwood Stadium 


Rams want 
to 'upcycle' 
Love Lane 

PETERSFIELD Town are 
appealing to residents and 
businesses to help them 
‘upcycle’ their Love Lane 
home. 

The Rams, back in 
Sydenhams Premier 
Division this season 
following relegation from 
the Southern One Central, 
are carrying out a range 
of work ready for the big 
August kick-off. 

They are appealing to the 
local community to donate 
any household/business 
items and materials they 
no longer need - everything 
from leftover paint and 
timber to tools and 
furniture. 

Anyone with items 
they would like to donate 
should call 07775 977716 or 
e-mail: mozzapfc@hotmail. 
com 
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Sholing 
host fun 
day for all 
the family 

SHOLING FC are 
inviting everyone along 
to a ‘Family Fun Day’ at 
their Universal Stadium 
home on Saturday, July 
1 (10am-5pm). 

There will be plenty 
to occupy both children 
and adults, including 
a bouncy castle, BBQ, 
sweet and cake stall 
and penalty shootout 
and keepy-uppy 
competitions, as well as 
a bar and hot and cold 
refreshments. 

Entry is £2 for adults 
and free for under-16s. 

Wessex 
League in 
appeal 

THE Sydenhams Wessex 
League urgently require 
a treasurer/bookkeeper 
ahead of the 2017/18 
season. 

For further details, 
please contact chairman 
Ian Hoare at chairman. 
wessexleague@gmail. 
com 

Meanwhile, the 30th 
Wessex League AGM 
takes place this Monday 
(June 19, 7.30pm) at 
Totton Sports Club. 

Anytime 
Fitness 
boost for 
Fareham 

GYM company Anytime 
Fitness have agreed a 
significant sponsorship 
deal with Sydenhams 
Premier outfit Fareham 
Town. 

Not only will they 
sponsor the first team’s 
training kit, but their 
instructors will help 
put the players through 
their pre-season paces 
and assist with any 
rehabilitation required 
after injuries. 

“This is a great boost 
just before the lads 
return for pre-season 
training.” said a club 
spokesman. 

“Not only will the 
lads be going through 
their paces, they’ll be 
shown where, if needed, 
they can make changes 
to maximise their 
potential. 


Bartlett steps down from Seagulls role 



FORMER Salisbury City skipper 
Scott Bartlett has had to step down 
as boss of National League South 
club Weston-super-Mare. 

Bartlett, pictured left, academy 
manager at Forest Green Rovers, 
will be taking on a full-time role 
with the League Two new boys, 
leaving him unable to devote 
sufficient time to the Seagulls. 

Bartlett explained: “It is with a 
heavy heart that I have to make the 
decision to leave Weston-super-Mare 
after a brilliant and enjoyable year 


last season. 

“To continue to take Weston 
forward as I would like, I would 
have to give up my day job. 

“My role as academy manager 
at Forest Green Rovers, now in 
the Football League, has changed 
considerably, meaning it isn’t 
possible to do both roles to the best 
of my ability and that is something 
I am not comfortable with.” 

Under Bartlett’s charge, Weston 
finished 15th in the NL South last 
season. 


Killick delight as 
Pettefer commits 



Carl Pettefer, left 



POOLE Town boss Tom Killick is 
thrilled to have retained the ser¬ 
vices of classy midfielder Carl 
Pettefer for the new National 
League South season. 

The 36-year-old has joined skip¬ 
per and fellow ex-AFC Totton 
player Jamie Whisken in commit¬ 
ting to the Dolphins for 2017/18, 
along with midfield dynamo Steve 
Devlin. 

“Petts is a steadying influence 
on and off the field,” said Killick. 

“He is an exceptional player and 
integral to what we are about. 

“He commands so much respect 
from all the other players and we 
feel very fortunate to have him.” 

Former Southend and Oxford 
United ace Pettefer joined Poole 
from AFC Totton in 2013 and 
was player-of-the-year during the 
Southern Premier title-winning 
campaign. 

His formidable engine-room 
partnership with Devlin was a 
key factor in the Dolphins finish¬ 
ing fifth during their maiden Na¬ 
tional League South voyage. 

Devlin, the play-maker of the 
Poole side, has made the central 
midfield area his own since sign¬ 
ing from Dorchester Town in Jan¬ 
uary 2012. 

Excellent from set-pieces, his 
free kicks and corners are capa¬ 
ble of troubling any defence and 
he has a keen eye for goal. 

Widely admired in non-League 
circles, Devlin featured in the 
league team-of-the-season two 
years running in the Southern 
Premier Division and was nomi¬ 
nated by other managers for 


a place in this year’s National 
League South team. 

The one downer for Poole this 
summer has been losing the ver¬ 
satile Marvin Brooks to ambi¬ 


tious Southern One South & West 
outfit Salisbury. 

In response to some disap¬ 
pointed fans’ reactions, chairman 
Chris Reeves wrote on the club 


forum: “We made Marvin a good 
offer. Salisbury offered substan¬ 
tially more. 

“We have to be fair to the other 
players who have been so loyal to 
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Andy wins 
World Cup 

NEW Eastleigh 
assistant manager Andy 
Hessenthaler is a World 
Cup winner. 

The ex-Gillingham man 
was part of the England 
/Harrogate Veterans’ 
team that won the global 
Seniors’ title in Thailand. 

And it was a former 
Eastleigh player, Jamie 
Cureton, who helped fire 
them along the road to 
glory, culminating in a 2-0 
win over Iran in the final. 

Hessenthaler, 51, 
appointed right-hand 
man to Richard Hill at 
Eastleigh at the very end 
of last season, wore the 
captain’s armband during 
the course of the week- 
long tournament in the Far 
East. 

Paul Bell’s side kicked 
off with a 7-0 win over 
the USA with veteran 
sharpshooter Cureton 
among the goals. 

The 41-year-old, who 



Andy Hessenthaler, left 

made seven National 
League appearances for 
the Spitfires last season, 
scoring once, then found 
the net twice in a 2-1 result 
over New Zealand. 

A 2-2 draw with Scotland 
followed before Cureton 
struck twice more in a 
6-1 semi-final breeze over 
Australia. 

He found the net 
yet again in the final, 
played in torrid tropical 
temperatures at the 
Phitsanulok Stadium, 
and was joined on the 
scoresheet by ex-Swansea 
forward Lee Trundle. 

Cureton, who ended last 
season back with Southern 
One Central play-off 
winners Farnborough, 
tweeted: 

“So we only went and 
won it 2-0 got the opening 
goal and @LeeTrundlelO 
killed the game off late 
on #champions been a 
wonderful experience 

“I’m finally back home 
after the most amazing ten 
days in Thailand.” 


Danny is still King of Winchester 



Danny King. Pic: Tony Smith 


WINCHESTER City have agreed a 
new contract with left-back Dan¬ 
ny King ahead of the forthcoming 
Southern One South & West sea¬ 
son. 

One of the unsung heroes of 
the City side, King has been with 
the club since 2006, writes Wendy 
Gee. 


Subject to FA and committee 
approval, Winchester have also 
agreed to grant the long-serving 
defender a testimonial game in 
May next year. 

“Danny is fully deserving of the 
recognition this contract repre¬ 
sents,” said director of football 
Dave Malone. 


“It’s hard to believe he has been 
at the club for more than ten 
years. 

“He and Adam Tomasso, an¬ 
other loyal player, were both here 
when I came back to Winchester 
with Paul Murray (in 2013). 

“A testimonial is no more than 
Danny deserves!” 


Blackf ield secure 
no ordinary Joe 



BLACKFIELD & Langley have 
added Joe Butcher to their grow¬ 
ing band of former Newport IW 
players. 

The striker is the second ex-Port 
man to have crossed The Solent 
this summer, following midfield¬ 
er Liam Triggs through the Gang 
Warily door. 

The pair will hope to make 
a similar impact to former St 
George’s Park teammate Ryan 
Oatley, named B&L’s supporters’ 
player-of-the-season as the club 
finished fourth in the Sydenhams 
Premier Division last term. 

Butcher, signed by Newport 
boss Andy Sampson at the start of 
the 2015/16 campaign, blossomed 
during his time with the Island¬ 
ers. 

He was described by Newport 
as “Physically strong with a nice 
touch and at his most dangerous 
inside the penalty area” and “a 
match for any defender when run¬ 
ning at goal.” 

Midfielder Triggs first arrived 
on the Newport scene under 
Sampson’s predecessor Steve 
Brougham at the start of 2014/15. 
A natural left-back, the former 
Portsmouth pro can adapt to a 
variety of positions and was fre¬ 
quently deployed by Port in an at¬ 
tacking midfield role. 

Wideman Sam Griffin, signed 
from Bemerton Heath, was Black- 
field’s first arrival of the summer, 
and defender Adam Costello and 
midfielder Connor Doe - an ex- 
Blackfield player - have since fol¬ 
lowed him to the Waterside from 
Western Way. 

Midfielder/defender Franklyn 
Clarke is another familiar face 
to have rejoined the Blackfield 
ranks after spells with Dorchester 
Town, York City and Salisbury. 

Ex-Saint Jamie White, last sea¬ 
son’s top scorer, has signed up for 



Sam Griffin in action, left 

another Wessex top-flight season, 
along with Liam Robinson, goal¬ 
keeper Brad Snelling (manager’s 
player-of-the-season), Ryan Oat¬ 
ley, Harrison Fay, Callum Cunniff- 
Pilley, Michael Turvey, England 
under-18 schoolboy international 
Jordan Ngalo and trusty defender 
Joe Byrne who is ready for his 
sixth season with the club. 


At this week’s Blackfield & 
Langley AGM, it was unanimous¬ 
ly agreed that club stalwart Owen 
Lightfoot would remain as a com¬ 
mittee member after stepping 
down as chairman. 

Along with Rob Bevis, Doug 
Sangster and Glyn Price, Light- 
foot was also made a vice-presi¬ 
dent for his many years of loyal 


service to the B&L cause. 

Nigel Gemmell, of kit sponsors 
Dawkins & Lodge, was unani¬ 
mously voted in as club president. 

Blackfield still have vacancies 
on the club committee and are 
particularly interested in finding 
a commercial manager and any¬ 
one willing to assist on the gate 
on matchdays. 
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Royal Ascot 
in numbers 

295,007 

Attendance at Royal Ascot in 
2016. 

30 

All 30 races at Royal Ascot will 
be shown live on ITV and Racing 
UK, with pictures distributed to 
approximately 200 countries 
worldwide. 

330 

Number of chefs who will work 
across 15 restaurants and the 214 
private boxes at Royal Ascot 2017, 
providing 40,000 covers. 

At Royal Ascot 2016 racegoers 
enjoyed: 

51,000 

Bottles of champagne 
160,000 
glasses of Pimms 

131,000 

pints of beer 



Royal Ascot 


5,000 

kilos of salmon 
6,000 
Cornish crabs 

4,900 

lobsters 

3,400 

kilos of beef sirloin 
10,000 
Angus steaks 

89,000 

bottles of mineral water 

42,000 

bottles of wine 

45,000 

The number of guests taking 
afternoon tea last year consumed 
1,000 kilos of clotted cream along 
with 45,000 Battenberg and 
40,000 dundee cakes. 

160,000 

Across 105 bars and 
restaurants, 160,000 rounds of 
drinks were served in 2016. 


Boost to Eastleigh's promotion chances 



EASTLEIGH’S chances of making 
the National League play-offs next 
season have been enhanced. 

Clubs have voted in favour of 
introducing six-team play-offs for 
the top division and the South and 
North. 

Eighteen of the 24 National 
League clubs backed the move af¬ 
ter the proposal was tabled at the 
league’s annual general meeting at 
Celtic Manor. Four clubs rejected it 
and two didn’t vote. 

It means teams finishing between 


second and seventh in all three di¬ 
visions will be involved in the play¬ 
offs. 

Games will be one-legged, with 
teams in fourth and fifth hosting 
the seventh and sixth-placed clubs 
in a qualifying round. 

The winners of those matches 
will book a semi-final berth, travel¬ 
ling to either the second or third- 
placed teams who progress straight 
to the last four at their home 
ground. 

The National League final will be 


at Wembley, while the North and 
South finals will be at club grounds. 

Speaking when the plans were 
initially put forward, the league’s 
chief executive Michael Tatter- 
sail said: “The format involves the 
same amount of matches as now 
With six clubs competing, it will in¬ 
crease the interest levels.” 

The 2017/18 fixtures for all three 
divisions will be officially released 
at 1pm on Wednesday, July 5 and 
the season will kick-off on Satur¬ 
day, August 5. 


New signing Jack 
'like a young Adam' 


Wendy 

Gee 



AT THE risk of resembling a 
judge on XFactor, AFC Totton boss 
Louis Langdown had the highest 
praise for new signing Jack Mas¬ 
ter ton. 

“He reminds me of a young 
Adam Wilde,” said the Stags boss, 
sounding like a dead ringer for 
his namesake Louis Walsh as he 
likened the youngster to Totton’s 
accomplished player/assistant 
manager. 

Masterton has linked up with 
the Stags following his release 
from National League outfit East¬ 
leigh where he had come through 
the youth system. 

The Southern One South & West 
club say the 20-year-old came 
highly recommended by East¬ 
leigh boss Richard Hill and the 
Spitfires’ former AFC Totton fa¬ 
vourite Michael Green, with both 
“offering glowing references.” 

Masterton gathered National 
League South experience on loan 
at Whitehawk and Gosport Bor¬ 
ough last term and made his Na¬ 
tional League debut for Eastleigh 
at Solihull Moors in the penulti¬ 
mate game of the season. 

Loan spells 

Previous loan spells had taken 
him to Larkhall Athletic and 
Sydenhams Premier outfit Brock- 
enhurst. 

A gifted player, who originally 
came through the Saints academy, 
Masterton is equally comfortable 
operating in midfield. 

“Jack has a wonderful left foot 
and rarely looks flustered on the 
ball,” said Langdown. 

“He is an excellent footballer 
and he’s come to us, like others, to 
get a run of games under his belt. 
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Jack Masterton (right) with AFC Totton boss Louis Langdown. Photo: AFC Totton 


“He is a talented footballer who, 
with a strong season behind him 
at Southern League level, can 
kick on and move back up the 
football pyramid. 

“He’s also a great lad off the 
pitch and will fit into our squad 
perfectly.” 

Masterton joins another ex- 
Eastleigh bright spark, striker 
Tony Lee, in a vibrant, young 


AFC Totton set-up. 

Former AFC Bournemouth 
trainees Connor York and Cur¬ 
tis Young are also on board af¬ 
ter impressing on loan last sea¬ 
son, while Pip Nolan and Tobi 
Adekunle have joined the Stags 
from Team Solent. 

Another ex-Cherries man, goal¬ 
keeper Shane Murphy, has been 
signed from Dorchester Town, 


hotshot Craig Feeney has re¬ 
turned from Winchester City and 
Totton are ready to tap into the 
potential of 19-year-old defender 
Callum Chugg from Fawley AFC. 

The busy Langdown has also se¬ 
cured 18-year-old attacking mid¬ 
fielder Alfy Whittingham on loan 
from Havant & Waterlooville for 
another season. 
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Bob Rose's funeral is next week 



THE funeral of Sydenhams 
Wessex League treasurer Bob 
Rose will be held next week. 

The league has been advised 
that the service will take place 
on Thursday (June 22, 2.15pm) 
at St Luke’s Church, Mildmay 
Street, Winchester, S022 4BX. 

The wake will follow at the 
Winchester Hotel, Worthy 


Lane, Winchester S023 7AB, 
from 3.30pm. 

Bob, pictured left, who lived 
in Winchester, passed away late 
last month following a heart 
attack. 

Asset 

A true asset to the league, he 


had been expertly managing 
SWL finances since taking over 
from Norman Cook in 1999. 

• Got a non league story for 
us? Email words and pictures 
to wendy.gee@dailyecho. 
co.uk, or alternatively contact 
the Echo sports editor Simon 
Carter on 02380 424515. 


Blankley glad to 
have 'fresh start' 


Wendy 


Gee 

LJ 



WINCHESTER City’s new assis¬ 
tant boss Barry Blankley says the 
opportunity to work alongside 
Craig Davis tempted him back 
into the non-League game. 

The ex-Bashley boss and Salis¬ 
bury City No2 has been off the lo¬ 
cal scene since his brief stint as 
Stuart Ritchie’s right-hand man 
at Havant & Waterlooville came to 
an end in September 2012. 

But the former Southampton 
and Aldershot defender has not 
been out of football completely. 

Thanks to a couple of his old 
Saints teammates, Martin Foyle 
- now head of recruitment at 
Motherwell - and Chris Wilder, he 
has been busy scouting for Moth¬ 
erwell, Oxford United, Northamp¬ 
ton Town and Sheffield United. 

“I played with Martin Foyle at 
Southampton and Aldershot and 
I also know Chris Wilder’s No2 
Alan Knill at Sheffield United. 
Only me and Alan were taken on 
as pros from our year at Saints,” 
Blankley explained. 

“I’ve really enjoyed watching 
players and doing match reports 
for them. You see a lot of people 
when you’re out scouting and it’s 
been good meeting up with ex- 
pros I’ve played with and against 
over the years.” 

At the same time, though, 
Blankley has missed the dressing 
room craic and is excited to be re¬ 
united with Davis in the Southern 
One South & West. 

“Craig was skipper for me at 
Bashley and also played at Salis¬ 
bury,” he said. “It’s that connec¬ 
tion with Craig that’s got me in¬ 
terested again.” 

An energetic, box-to-box mid¬ 
fielder in his hey-day, Davis is as 
whole-hearted towards manage¬ 
ment as he is towards playing and 
Blankley was impressed by the 
job he did in his six years at Fleet 


Barry Blankley. 

Town. 

Managing Fleet wasn’t easy at 
times, particularly towards the 
end after chairman Steve Can- 
tie’s sad passing, but Davis helped 
hold the north Hampshire club 
together. 

“Craig showed at Fleet what 
a decent manager he is, not just 
keeping them afloat but keeping 
the players playing for him, par¬ 
ticularly with the money drying 


up,” said Blankley. “It’s nice to 
see he’s got players’ loyalty. Usu¬ 
ally the money goes and, bang, the 
players go too. He did a superb job 
at Fleet on limited resources.” 

With Davis doubling up as play¬ 
er/manager at Winchester, Blank- 
ley’s experience will be invalu¬ 
able on the touchline. 

“I know what Craig’s about and 
he knows what I’m about,” said 
the West End-based financial ad¬ 


viser. “If Craig’s not playing we’ll 
work together and, if he is, I’ll see 
to the things that need doing. 

“The good thing is that I don’t 
know the players, so it’s a blank 
canvas and I can go in with a com¬ 
pletely open view. It’s a fresh start 
for me and the players.” 

Blankley already knows the 
City coaching team having man¬ 
aged Richard Morse at Bashley 
and Gareth Byres at AFC Totton. 


5 things to 
see in the 
racing week 

DAY ONE DOUBLE FOR PUNTERS? 

Ribchester and Churchill, widely 
viewed as two of the banker bets 
of Royal Ascot, star on day one of 
the Berkshire jamboree. Ribchester 
contests the Queen Anne Stakes 
for Richard Fahey and following his 
demolition job in the Lockinge last 
time, he is odds on across the board 
to get the embattled Godolphin 
operation off to a good start. In 
contrast, Aidan O'Brien's team are 
flying once again this year and it 
will be a major surprise if dual 2000 
Guineas winner Churchill is turned 
over in the St James's Palace Stakes, 
the other showpiece event over a 
mile on the opening card. 

TEAM WARD READY TO ROLL 

Wesley Ward has made quite 
the impact in Berkshire over 
the last few years and he brings 
another top team from America 
this year, headed by Lady Aurelia, 
an explosive winner of last year's 
Queen Mary at this meeting. She 
is set to tackle her elders in the 
King's Stand Stakes on Tuesday, 
with a handful of other Ward 
runners, including favourite McErin 
in the Norfolk, Queen Mary market 
leader Happy Like A Fool, Coventry 
contender Arawak and Bound For 
Nowhere in Friday's Commonwealth 
Cup. It will be no surprise if Ward 
heads home with a few more 
trophies in his pocket. 

GOLD RUN 

A clash of the heavyweights is 
on the cards as last year's Gold Cup 
winner Order Of St George heads 
the market as he defends his stayers' 
title. An impressive victor last year, 
O'Brien's runner then went right off 
the boil and only recently regained 
the winning thread. His possible 
vulnerabilities have inspired plenty 
of contenders, with Big Orange 
and Quest For More set to feature 
among the home contingent. Add 
into the mix Torcedor from the 
yard of Jessie Harrington, who can 
seemingly do no wrong at present, 
and you have a Cup cracker to slug 
out over two and a half miles. 

ULYSSES TO BE STOUTE'S 
HERO? 

You have to go all the way 
back to 1991 to find Sir Michael 
Stoute's last winner of the Prince 
of Wales's Stakes and Ulysses is 
favourite to end the drought for the 
Newmarket handler. It is amazing 
to think a trainer of his calibre has 
failed to find a winner for this race 
in recent times, but it is a roll of 
honour stuffed full of quality with 
the likes of Ouija Board and Dubai 
Millennium amongst the winners. It 
looks a pretty open contest this year 
though and punters have latched on 
to Ulysses as their likely winner. 

WINTER IS COMING 

Dual 1000 Guineas victor Winter 
will get her chance to add to her 
already considerable laurels in 
Friday's Coronation Stakes. A slightly 
surprise winner at Newmarket, 
Winter left her supporters in no 
doubt she was top dog when 
claiming a second Classic at the 
Curragh. However, she could 
now face her French equivalent, 
Precieuse, who appears to be on 
course for the race having recently 
changed hands. La Coronel could 
be an interesting contender for the 
Mark Casse team who successfully 
brought Tepin across the Atlantic to 
win at the meeting in 2016. A dual 
Grade Three winner this year, she 
adds an extra international element 
to the race. 

FIXTURES (FLAT in capitals) 

Monday: CARLISLE, NOTTINGHAM, 
WETHERBY, WINDSOR 
Tuesday: BEVERLEY, BRIGHTON, ROYAL 
ASCOT (ITV), Stratford, THIRSK 
Wednesday: CHELMSFORD, HAMILTON, 
RIPON, ROYAL ASCOT (ITV), Uttoxeter 
Thursday: CHELMSFORD, Ffos Las, LING- 
FIELD, RIPON, ROYAL ASCOT (ITV) 

Friday: AYR, BATH, Market Rasen, NEW¬ 
MARKET, REDCAR, ROYAL ASCOT (ITV) 
Saturday: AYR, HAYDOCK, LINGFIELD, 
NEWMARKET, REDCAR, ROYAL ASCOT 
(ITV) 

Sunday: Hexham, PONTEFRACT, 
Worcester 
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Five to watch 
out for... 


James Ward-Prowse fires in a free kick during the 0-0 draw with Sweden. 


Jordan Pickford was England 
Under-21s’ hero as his late penal¬ 
ty save earned the Young Lions a 
0-0 draw against defending cham¬ 
pions Sweden in their European 
Under-21 Championship opener 
in Poland. 

The new £30million Everton 
goalkeeper kept out Linus Wahl- 
qvist’s spot-kick to help Aidy Boo- 
throyd’s side cling onto a point. 

Boothroyd had started with 
two of the four Saints players in 
his squad - skipper James Ward- 
Prowse and Nathan Redmond. 

Defenders Jack Stephens and 
Matt Targett were on the bench. 

Pickford became the world’s 
third most expensive keeper 
when he completed his move to 
the Toffees from Sunderland on 
Thursday, and swiftly proved his 
value. 

England failed to break down 
the holders, although Tammy 
Abraham twice went close and 
Ben Chilwell’s deflected effort hit 
the bar. 

Pawel Cibicki struck the wood¬ 
work for Sweden as, in front of 
the watching Football Associa¬ 


tion hierarchy - including senior 
boss Gareth Southgate and tech¬ 
nical director Dan Ashworth - 
England rode their luck. 

Group A also includes hosts Po¬ 
land and Slovakia and, with only 
the three group winners and best 
runners-up going through, Eng¬ 
land must improve. 

England did score an early 
victory before the game when a 
thunderstorm soaked the Kol- 
porter Arena. 

Sweden had not agreed to have 
the pitch watered as they felt it 
would give England an advan¬ 
tage, only for their stubborn ap¬ 
proach to backfire because of the 
weather. 

And the holders also offered re¬ 
sistance on the pitch as England 
dominated without finding an 
early breakthrough. 

Sweden held firm against Eng¬ 
land’s tempo and high pressing 
line and Abraham lifted an eight- 
yard volley over after 10 minutes. 

The Chelsea striker, who scored 
26 goals on loan at Bristol City 
last season, also bundled his way 
through only to be thwarted by 


goalkeeper Anton Cajtoft. 

It was a promising start but 
Sweden began to find their feet 
and carved out the best chance 
after 26 minutes. 

Cibicki and Gustav Engvall 
combined on the right to bam¬ 
boozle Nathaniel Chalobah only 
for Cibicki to shoot over from six 
yards. 

England were faced with much 
more of a battle than the first 
20 minutes suggested but Jacob 
Murphy drilled over before Abra¬ 
ham went close a minute before 
the break. 

The 19-year-old forward - four 
years younger than some of his 
opponents - looked raw but acro¬ 
batically directed a volley over as 
England ended the half on top. 

England were saved by the 
woodwork after 57 minutes. 

Cibicki had been a constant 
threat and the Malmo forward 
showed exactly why when he was 
allowed too much time on the 
edge of the area to curl a brilliant 
effort which cracked off the an¬ 
gle of post and bar with Pickford 
beaten. 


Minutes later Lewis Baker shot 
over from Ward-Prowse’s neat 
corner and Chilwell’s 30-yard de¬ 
flected effort looped onto the bar. 

But England were stretched at 
the back with substitute Carlos 
Strandberg causing problems 
and Mason Holgate executed a 
brilliant tackle to stop the Club 
Brugge striker running clean 
through. 

The fact the break came from 
England’s own corner - after Ca¬ 
jtoft turned Ward-Prowse’s free- 
kick wide - sounded alarm bells. 

And the Young Lions were res¬ 
cued by Pickford with nine min¬ 
utes left when he capped a fine 
personal week with a penalty 
save after Chilwell clattered into 
Wahlqvist. 

The Leicester defender ap¬ 
peared to get some of the ball but 
it was a reckless lunge in a need¬ 
less situation. 

But Pickford stood up to 
Wahlqvist to beat away the IFK 
Norrkoping defender’s chipped 
penalty before gathering Strand- 
berg’s follow-up as England sur¬ 
vived. 


Some of the world’s best 
young players will be aiming 
to deny England glory in 
the European Under 21 
Championships which have 
begun in Poland. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at five players to watch. 

MARCO ASENSIO 

(Spain) 

The Real Madrid attacker 
won best player as Spain 
triumphed at the under-19 
championship in 2015 and 
has enjoyed a breakthrough 
year at the Bernabeu. He 
scored a wonderful solo 
goal on his Madrid debut in 
their 3-2 Super Cup win over 
Sevilla in August and backed 
it up with another on his 
LaLiga bow. The 21-year-old 
netted 10 goals in 38 games 
for Madrid to help them win 
the title and scored in their 
4-1 Champions League final 
win over Juventus. He joined 
Madrid from Real Mallorca, 
having made his debut as a 
17-year-old in 2014. He has 
three senior caps for Spain. 


Patrick Schick 

PATRIK SCHICK 

(Czech Republic) 

The Sampdoria striker was 
the top scorer in qualifying 
with 10 goals in nine games 
as the Czech Republic topped 
Group One. His form for the 
under-21 side also earned a 
call-up to Karel Jarolim’s 
senior team and he has 
three caps, scoring once. 

The 21-year-old, who has 
an effective left foot, joined 
Sampdoria from Sparta 
Prague last summer and 
linked up with the under-21s 
after the seniors’ World Cup 
qualifier against Norway on 
Saturday. He scored against 
Juventus on his first start 
for the club and finished 
the season with 13 goals - 
including 11 in Serie A. 

DOMENICO BERARDI 

(Italy) 

The 22-year-old winger 
missed most of the first half 
of the season with a knee 
injury - delaying his full 
international debut. 

Continued on facing page 
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Retro feel for Saints 


SAINTS have revealed their new 
kits for next season - and it includes a 
1980s throwback home shirt. 

It’s been the worst kept secret of 
late that Saints’ second Under Ar¬ 
mour strip would include a red and 
white top that takes inspiration from 
the legendary shirt worn by the likes 
of Kevin Keegan and Mick Channon 
in the early 1980s. 

As with the kit that was donned 
from 1980 to 1985, it features a wide 
white stripe down the front and 
rear of the jersey with red sides and 
sleeves. 

To go with that new top, the home 
kit includes black shorts and white 
socks - both with red trim. 

Retro design 

While the home shirt is the centre¬ 
piece of this latest launch, the club 
have also revealed their brand new 
away strip and goalkeeper kits. 

The changed colour features teal 
and black stripes. 

“We are always proud to present 
the latest edition of the kit, and we 
think the eye-catching retro design 
will capture the imaginations of fans 




Five to watch 


From facing page 

The senior cap will come 
for a player who has already 
scored 41 professional goals, 
made 100 starts and helped 
Sassuolo finish 12th in the 
2016/17 campaign. Berardi, 
who pulled out of a senior 
squad injured in October 
2015, was previously co¬ 
owned by Juventus and is 
a reported Chelsea target, 
and a strong Euro 2017 will 
only enhance his reputation. 
With Sassuolo finishing in 
the bottom half of Serie A, 
it seems a matter of time 
before Berardi leaves the 
Mapei Stadium. 

RENATO SANCHES 

(Portugal) 

The midfielder won Euro 
2016 last summer but has 
dropped down to the under-21 
squad after a tough first 
season at Bayern Munich. 

He was named young player 
of the tournament in France 
last year but started just 
six Bundesliga games for 
Bayern last term, sitting 
behind Xabi Alonso, Thiago 
Alcantara and Arturo 
Vidal in the pecking order. 





Renato Sanches 

This year’s championship 
is the 19-year-old’s chance 
to reinvigorate himself in 
a national set-up he has 
flourished in and show 
the form which convinced 
Bayern he was worth the 
initial £30million they paid 
Benfica last summer. All 
eyes will be on Sanches to 
see if he can recapture last 
summer’s form and complete 
a European double. 

GIANLUIGI 

DONNARUMMA 

(Italy) 

Another pick from Italy 
but it is hard to ignore the 
the 18-year-old who has 
already established himself 
at AC Milan, making a 
staggering 71 appearances 
since his debut as a 16-year- 
old. He became the youngest 
goalkeeper to ever play for 
Italy at 17 years and 189 days 
against France in September 
and he now has three senior 
caps. Widely expected to be 
Gianluigi Buffon’s long-term 
replacement. 
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EuroU21s-in 

numbers 

2 


this will be the 21st staging 
of the event, dating back to 
1978. 


5 


Italy’s record number 
of European Under-21 
Championship titles, one 
ahead of Spain. England, 
Holland and the USSR have 
recorded two wins each. 

7 


the record number of goals 
by one player in a finals 
tournament, by Sweden’s 
Marcus Berg in 2009. He 
scored a hat-trick against 
Belarus and two goals 
against Serbia in the group, 
and two more in the semi¬ 
final loss to England. 


4-0 


record winning margin in 
a final of the tournament, 
when Germany beat England 
to win that 2009 tournament. 

21 


matches to be played in 
this year’s expanded 12-team 
event - six in each of the 
three groups, plus the semi¬ 
finals and final. 



James Ward-Prowse 


15 

the tournament’s duration 
in days. 

£8.30 

approximate price of the 
most expensive tickets to the 
final (40 Polish zloty). The 
cheapest tickets to group 
stage matches will cost 
around £3.10 (15 zloty). 

249 

Premier League 
appearances made this 
season by members of 
England’s squad for the 
tournament. Nathan 
Redmond leads the way with 
37 for Southampton, whose 
players contribute 89 towards 
the total. 

6 


six members of the squad 
also played European football 
this season - Leicester pair 
Demarai Gray and Ben 
Chilwell and Arsenal’s Rob 
Holding in the Champions 
League, Redmond and club- 
mates James Ward-Prowse 
and Matt Targett in the 
Europa League. 

23 

Tammy Abraham’s 
Championship goal tally 
while on loan at Bristol City 
from Chelsea. Only Leeds’ 
Chris Wood scored more 
goals in the second tier. 


NOSTALGIA 



Danny was U21 


Simon 

Carter 



ENGLAND are bidding to win the 
European Under-21 Champion¬ 
ship for only the third time. 

Saints quartet James Ward- 
Prowse, Nathan Redmond, Matt 
Targett and Jack Stephens are all 
in Aidy Boothroyd’s squad for the 
finals in Poland. 

They are bidding to follow in 
the footsteps of Saints winger 
Danny Wallace, who was part of 
the last England side to win the 
silverware in 1984. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
back at England’s previous Euro 
U21 campaigns. 

1978 

England reached the semi finals 
of the first ever European Un- 
der-21 Championships, losing to 
Yugoslavia. 

In their qualifying group, they 
eased past Finland and Norway, 
winning all four games. 

Saints pair David Peach and 
Steve Williams were in the side 
which won 1-0 in Finland, and 
Peach scored the only goal in 
front of a crowd of around 4,000 
in Helsinki. 

John Deehan and Peter Barnes 
netted in a 2-1 win in Norway, 
where Peach and Williams again 
both played. 

Brighton’s Peter Ward bagged 
a hat-trick on his home Gold- 
stone Ground pitch when Eng¬ 
land thrashed Norway 6-0 in 
their third game - Deehan (2) and 
Barnes again scoring. 

It was an even bigger rout when 
Finland visited Hull’s Booth- 
ferry Park, England winning 8-1 
with goals from Tony Woodcock 
(3), Deehan (2), Steve Sims, Peter 
Daniel and Laurie Cunningham. 

Neither Peach or Williams 
played, but future Saints Derek 
Statham and Peter Reid did, while 
Glenn Hoddle came on as a sub. 

Peach and Williams were both 
back in the team for the two- 
legged quarter final victory over 
Italy. 

A Woodcock brace gave England 
a 2-1 first leg lead at Manches¬ 
ter City’s Maine Road, while the 
teams fought out a 0-0 stalemate 
in front of 45,000 in Rome in the 
second leg. 

England’s hopes of reaching the 
final were dashed by Yugoslavia 
in the last four. 

They lost 2-1 in Novi Sad - Ever- 
ton’s Andy King replying - and 
could only manage a 1-1 draw at 
Maine Road, Watford’s Steve Sims 
on target. 

Peach and Williams played in 
both legs, but Saints representa¬ 
tion in the Euro U21 final would 


have to wait. 

1980 

Steve Williams played in two of 
England’s first three qualifiers 
for the 1980 final. 

Goals from Glenn Hoddle and 
Bob Hazell gave them a 2-1 win 
in Denmark before Hoddle net¬ 
ted the only goal in a 1-0 success 


against Wales in Swansea. 

Kevin Reeves (2) and Cyrille Re¬ 
gis scored in a 3-1 win in Bulgaria 
that gave England a 100 per cent 
record at the halfway stage of 
qualifying. 

John Deehan scored the only 
goal in a 1-0 home victory over 
Denmark, and it was five wins out 
of five when Garth Crooks’ hat- 
trick helped thrash Bulgaria 5-0. 


Future Saint Mark Dennis 
made his debut that night, while 
current Wessex League manager 
Graham Rix was also in the team. 

England defeated Scotland 2-1 
on aggregate in the quarter finals. 

Gary Owen and Bryan Robson 
scored in a 2-1 home first leg win, 
before a 0-0 stalemate in the sec¬ 
ond leg in Aberdeen sent England 
through to another semi final. 




















SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, June 17 , 2017 19 


NOSTALGIA 



Euro champion 



Like two years earlier, though, 
it was to end in defeat. 

One-time Saints loanee Justin 
Fashanu replied as England, with 
Steve Williams among the start¬ 
ing XI, were beaten 2-1 at home by 
East Germany in the first leg at 
Bramall Lane. 

Once more behind the Iron Cur¬ 
tain, and in front of only 3,000 in 
Jena, England also lost the second 


leg 1-0. 

1982 

England qualified from their 
group despite a shock 4-0 thrash¬ 
ing in Romania. 

They won the return 3-0 at Swin¬ 
don’s County Ground with goals 
from Everton’s Adrian Heath (2) 
and Coventry’s Garry Thompson. 


Goals from West Ham’s Paul 
Goddard and Middlesbrough’s 
David Hodgson then gave Eng¬ 
land a 2-1 first leg lead in their 
quarter final in Poland. 

A brace from Coventry’s Mark 
Hateley helped England draw the 
second leg 2-2. 

Drawn against Scotland in the 
semi finals, a lone Thompson goal 
gave England victory in the first 


leg at Hampden Park. 

Heath was on target in a 1-1 
draw at Maine Road, watched by 
just 8,212. 

In the England XI was future 
Pompey boss Terry Fenwick and 
Coventry’s Ray Ranson, who 
would later be part of the SISU 
takeover of the Sky Blues in 2007 - 
after SISU had been turned down 
in their bid to take over South¬ 
ampton. 

The 1982 final was held over un¬ 
til September 1982, and England 
won the championship for the 
first time with a 3-1 victory over 
West Germany at Bramall Lane. 

Gary Owen scored twice, in¬ 
cluding a penalty, with sub Justin 
Fashanu also on target. Rudi Voe- 
ller replied. 

Future Saint Sammy Lee was in 
the England XI 

1984 

England’s defence began badly 
with a qualifying group loss in 
Greece. 

Future Saints Barry Venison 
and Derek Statham played, as did 
Stoke City winger Mark Cham¬ 
berlain - dad of future Saint Alex. 

There were two current Saints 
in the side when England beat 
Greece in the return game at 
Fratton Park in March 1983. 

Mark Wright was deployed in 
defence while winger Danny Wal¬ 
lace was among the scorers in a 
2-1 success. Pompey goalkeeping 
legend Alan Knight provided fur¬ 
ther south coast interest on his 
home ground. 

Luton strikers Brian Stein and 
Paul Walsh shared all the goals 
when England beat Denmark 
4-1 in another group game, and 
the pair also scored in a 2-0 win 
in Hungary where Wright and 
Wallace, along with future Saint 
Mark Walters, all played. 

Now a Pompey player, striker 
Mark Hateley was England’s star 
man when they faced France in 
the quarter finals in February 
1984. 

He blasted four goals in a 6-1 
first leg win at Hillsborough, with 
Dave Watson and Mel Sterland 
also netting. 

A Hateley penalty settled the 
second leg in England’s favour as 
well. 

No Saints players were in the 
team when England beat Italy 3-1 
in the first leg of their semi final 
- goals coming from Chamberlain, 
Mitch D’Avray and Sterland (pen¬ 
alty). 

Roberto Mancini scored the 
only goal of the second leg, as 
England advanced to their second 
successive final. 

There they retained the silver¬ 
ware with a 3-0 aggregate victory 
over Spain. 

Continued on page 20 


CHERRIES 

PREMIER 

LEAGUE 

FIXTURES 

2017/18 


AUGUST 

12: West Brom 

(a) 

19: Watford 

(h) 

26: Man City 

(h) 

SEPTEMBER 

9: Arsenal 

(a) 

16: Brighton 

(h) 

23: Everton 

(a) 

30: Leicester 

(h) 

OCTOBER 

14: Tottenham 

(a) 

21: Stoke 

(a) 

28: Chelsea 

(h) 

NOVEMBER 

4: Newcastle 

(a) 

18: Huddersfield 

(h) 

25: Swansea 

(a) 

28: Burnley 

(h) 

DECEMBER 

2: Southampton 

(h) 

9: Crystal Palace 

(a) 

12: Man United 

(a) 

16: Liverpool 

(h) 

23: Man City 

(a) 

26: West Ham 

(h) 

30: Everton 

(h) 

JANUARY 

1: Brighton 

(a) 

13: Arsenal 

(h) 

20: West Ham 

(a) 

31: Chelsea 

(a) 

FEBRUARY 

3: Stoke 

(h) 

10: Huddersfield 

(a) 

24: Newcastle 

(h) 

MARCH 

3: Leicester 

(a) 

10: Tottenham 

(h) 

17: West Brom 

(h) 

31: Watford 

(a) 

APRIL 

7: Crystal Palace 

(h) 

14: Liverpool 

(a) 

21: Man United 

(h) 

28: Southampton 

(a) 

MAY 

5: Swansea 

(h) 

13: Burnley 

(a) 
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Top Swedes 

Manchester United have 
completed their first signing of the 
summer by bringing in Benfica 
defender 

Victor Lindelof. 

The 22-year-old has already picked 
up 12 senior international caps with 
Sweden and will join an illustrious 
list of fellow countrymen to play in 
England. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
some of the Swedish hits and misses 
from the Premier League era. 

HITS 


FREDDIE LJUNGBERG (Arsenal & 
West Ham) 

One of Arsene Wenger’s best-ever 
signings, Ljungberg joined Arsenal 
from Halmstad in 1998 and would go 
on to win two Premier League titles 
and a hat-trick of FA Cups with the 
Gunners. A predatory goalscorer 
and someone who always turned up 
in the big games, Ljungberg became 
a fans’ favourite at Arsenal before 
persistent injuries curtailed his first- 
team chances and he would spend a 
season at West Ham before moving 
to the MLS. 

MICHAEL SVENSSON (Saints) 

A £2m signing from Troyes in the 
summer of 2002, the centre half 
quickly formed a superb partnership 
with Claus Lundekvam that helped 
Saints reach the FA Cup final in his 
first season. Sadly, a knee injury in 
March 2004 ended his Premier 



Michael Svensson 


League career. 

OLOF MELLBERG (Aston Villa) 

A no-nonsense defender, Mellberg 
would make 260 appearances for 
Villa after joining from Racing 
Santander in 2001. He would captain 
the Villains for the vast majority of 
his seven-year stint. 

ANDERS SVENSSON (Saints) 

Svensson moved to Saints from 
Elfsborg in 2001 for £750,000 and 
would go on to make well over 100 
appearances for the club. He would 
feature heavily in the run to the 2003 
FA Cup final. Returning to Elfsborg 
in 2005 after Saints’ relegation, he 
went on to play for a further 10 years 
before hanging up his boots. 

SEBASTIAN LARSSON (Arsenal, 
Birmingham & Sunderland) 

Originally a winger, Larsson failed 
to make the grade at Arsenal before 
a loan move to Birmingham saw him 
hone his ability. He would make the 
switch to St Andrew’s permanently 
in 2007 and established himself as a 
key figure in their side. Larsson 
would be reunited with his first 
Birmingham boss, Steve Bruce, after 
the Blues were relegated in 2011 
and he joined Sunderland - where he 
once again became an integral part 
of the squad for a number of years. 

Continued on page 
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from page 19 

A lone Sterland goal gave Eng¬ 
land victory in the first leg in 
Seville, and Hateley and Howard 
Gayle were on target in the re¬ 
turn. 

Danny Wallace came off the 
bench in the second game at Bra- 
mall Lane, to become the first - 
and so far only - Saints player to 
win the Euro Under-21 Champi¬ 
onship. 

1986 

Progressing from their qualify¬ 
ing group, England beat Denmark 
2-1 on aggregate in the quarter 
finals. 

Nick Pickering scored the only 
goal in Scandinavia, before Paul 
Elliott’s goal helped England 
draw 1-1 at Maine Road in front of 
a crowd of only 1,592. 

Saints winger Danny Wallace 
was in the starting XI in the sec¬ 
ond leg - two months after scoring 
on his senior England interna¬ 
tional debut in Egypt. 

England’s hopes of a third 
straight tournament success were 
dashed by Italy in the last four. 

Gianluca Vialli was on target 
in a 2-0 home first leg success in 
front of 25,000 in Pisa, and the 
one-time Chelsea boss netted 
again in a 1-1 second leg draw in 
Swindon. 

1988 

Paul Gascoigne was handed his 
England under-21 debut in the 
qualifying group - scoring twice 
in a 5-1 romp in Yugoslavia. 

Drawn against Scotland again 
in the quarter finals, Sunder¬ 
land’s Gary Porter netted the only 
goal in the first leg at Aberdeen’s 
Pittodrie. 

Manchester City’s David White 
grabbed the only goal in the re¬ 
turn at Nottingham Forest’s City 
Ground. 

For the second tournament in a 
row, England were beaten in the 
semi finals. 

This time France beat them 6-4 
on aggregate, with Eric Cantona 
on target in a 4-2 first leg success 
in Besancon. 

Cantona then scored twice in a 
2-2 second leg draw at Highbury, 
where Gascoigne and a Mikael 
Silvestre own goal were on target 
for England in front of 5,661. 

There were four Arsenal play¬ 
ers appearing on their home 
ground - Michael Thomas, Paul 
Davis, Martin Hayes and David 
Rocastle. 

1990 

England failed to qualify from 
their group, losing in both Greece 
and Sweden. Saints defender Ray 
Wallace made his Under-21 debut 
in the qualifying campaign. 


1992 

Saints striker Alan Shearer 
impressed as England qualified 
from their group. 

The Dell ace scored twice in a 
3-0 win in the Republic of Ireland, 
and along with former clubmate 
Rod Wallace was on target in an¬ 
other 3-0 victory in the return 
game. 

Shearer scored another brace in 
a victory in Turkey, and was also 


top scorer when England won the 
Toulon Tournament in 1991. 

Despite his goals, England still 
failed to qualify from their group 
once more - paying the price for 
losing twice to Poland and only 
drawing 2-2 at home to Turkey. 

1994 

The Graham Taylor years were 
not great ones for the senior Eng¬ 
land side, and not great for the 
younger generation either. 


England failed to qualify yet 
again, losing three home games 
in their qualifying group to Nor¬ 
way, Turkey and Poland. 

Future Saint Egil Ostenstad 
netted for Norway in a 1-1 draw in 
Scandinavia. 

1996 

Once more England failed to 
progress beyond their qualifying 
group. Jamie Redknapp hit a hat- 
trick in a 3-1 win in Austria and 
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Euro glory bids 



Alan Shearer, pictured here scoring for England in Euro 1996, was a prolific 
marksman for England U21s in the early 1990s. 


Saints striker Neil Shipperley 
was on target in a 2-0 victory over 
the Republic of Ireland, but a fail¬ 
ure to beat Portugal proved costly 

1998 

By now the European Cham¬ 
pionship format featured two 
groups of four in the finals, rath¬ 
er than the previous quarter final 
and semi final format when Eng¬ 
land triumphed in the early 1980s. 

England were again conspicu¬ 


ous by their absence from the fi¬ 
nal eight, though, after losing a 
two-legged play-off to Greece. 

Following a 2-0 defeat in the 
away leg, Emile Heskey (2), Mi¬ 
chael Owen and Matthew Hall 
netted in the home leg - but a 4-2 
win meant the Greeks progressed 
on away goals. 

2000 

Two future Saints were in the 
England side which started their 


qualifying campaign with a 2-0 
win in Sweden - goalkeeper Rich¬ 
ard Wright and midfielder Jason 
Euell. 

Saints striker James Beat- 
tie was handed his U21 debut 
in March 1999, when England 
trounced Poland 5-0 at The Dell. 
Lee Bowyer and Frank Lampard 
both scored twice. 

England had to negotiate a play¬ 
off in Yugoslavia to reach the fi¬ 
nals, yet did so convincingly 3-0 


with Kevin Campbell, Lampard 
(penalty) and Lee Hendrie on tar¬ 
get. Steven Gerrard and Rio Fer¬ 
dinand were also in the side. 

Once in the finals for the first 
time since the introduction of 
two groups, England lost 2-0 to 
Italy and Slovakia. 

In between, they hammered 
Turkey 6-0 with Lampard, Camp¬ 
bell, Francis Jeffers, Carl Cort, 
Ledley King and Danny Mills on 
target. 

2002 

England qualified for the finals, 
despite a 3-1 qualifying group loss 
in Greece that featured red cards 
for John Terry and Luke Young. 

England made a winning start 
in the finals, beating Switzerland 
2-1 with goals from future Peter 
Crouch and Jermain Defoe. David 
Prutton, then with Nottingham 
Forest, came on as a sub. 

England then lost 2-1 to Italy 
and 3-1 to Portugal. 

2004 

Cristiano Ronaldo was among 
the Portugal scorers in a 4-2 qual¬ 
ifying group win. Portugal also 
won the return 2-0 and, with Eng¬ 
land failing to beat Turkey in two 
attempts, they failed to progress 
beyond their group. 

2006 

England again failed to make 
the finals, losing 3-2 to France in 
a two-legged play-off. 

2007 

Theo Walcott made his Eng¬ 
land under-21 debut in the first 
qualifying game of the 2007 Euro 
Championship campaign - having 
already made his senior England 
debut a few months earlier! 

Walcott scored in his first two 
outings against Moldova and 
Switzerland as England qualified 
to face Germany in a two-legged 
play off for a place in the finals. 

Leighton Baines grabbed the 
only goal of the first leg at Cov¬ 
entry’s Ricoh Arena in front of a 
crowd of over 30,000. 

Walcott was the hero of the 
second leg, scoring both goals as 
England recorded a 3-0 aggregate 
victory. 

In the finals, England drew 0-0 
with the Czech Republic and 2-2 
with Italy before beating Serbia 
2 - 0 . 

Their tournament was over, 
though,when they lost 13-12 on 
penalties to the Netherlands after 
a 1-1 draw. 

2009 

Saints midfielder Andrew Sur- 
man was on target as England 
began their qualifying campaign 
with a 3-0 success in Montenegro. 

Continued on page 22 


from facing page 

ZLATAN IBRAHIMOVIC 
(Manchester United) 

One of the most enigmatic 
footballers of his generation, 
Ibrahimovic finally made it to the 
Premier League in the latter stages 
of his career. The former Ajax, 
Juventus, Inter, Barcelona, AC Milan 
and Paris St Germain striker joined 
Jose Mourinho’s United in the 
summer of 2016 at the age of 34. 
Despite his advancing years, 
Ibrahimovic was United’s first-choice 
striker and hit 28 goals across all 
competitions before a serious knee 
injury in April ruled him out for the 
rest of the season. 

MISSES 

TOMAS BROUN (Leeds & Crystal 
Palace) 

Read any list of the “worst 
signings in Premier League history” 
and former Leeds forward Brolin is 
likely to be in near the very top. 
Signed for a big price tag and an 
even bigger level of expectation, the 
former Parma man never made the 
grade at Elland Road, making 17 
starts in two largely-unhappy years 
before leaving Yorkshire with his 
reputation destroyed, while a brief 
stint at Crystal Palace did little to 
rebuild his career. 

MARTIN DAHLIN (Blackburn) 

A former Swedish footballer of the 
year, Dahlin was brought to Ewood 
Park by Roy Hodgson - who had 
managed him previously at Malmo. 



Zlatan Ibrahimovic. 


Things never took off for the forward 
and he would be forced into an early 
retirement due to a back injury. 
Dahlin scored just four goals in his 

26 games for Rovers and the club 
went on to lose a court battle 
against their insurance company, 
who refused to pay out for the 
career-ending back issue. 

ANDREAS ANDERSSON 
(Newcastle) 

Like Dahlin, Andersson had a 
formidable record back home and 
hit almost a goal a game during his 
time with Gothenburg. He left 
Sweden for AC Milan but failed to 
live up to expectations at the San 
Siro. Despite the move being a 
failure, Andersson was snapped up 
by Kenny Dalglish for around 
£3million. Like his time in Italy, 
Andersson would flop at Newcastle 
and he managed just four goals in 

27 outings for the Magpies before 
returning to his homeland with AIK. 

RADE PRICA (Sunderland) 

Boasting a decent goal tally at all 
of his previous clubs, few eyebrows 
were raised when Sunderland forked 
out in excess of £2million to sign 
Prica in January 2008. He scored on 
his debut but would not add to that 
tally and made just six appearances 
for the Black Cats before being sold 
on to Rosenberg. 
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Surman later appeared 
on his home St Mary’s 
ground in February 2008 as 
Theo Walcott was among 
the marksmen on his first 
return since joining Arsenal 
two years earlier, in a 3-0 
win against the Republic 
of Ireland watched by over 
31,000. 

Drawn to face Wales in 
a two-legged play-off for a 
place in the finals, England 
won 5-4 on aggregate. 

England enjoyed their best 
run in the finals since the 
early 1980s by reaching the 
final. 

Former Saints Walcott and 
Martin Cranie helped Stuart 
Pearce’s side progress from 
their group, England beating 
Finland and Spain before 
drawing 1-1 with Germany. 

Cranie was on target in 
a 3-3 semi final stalemate 
with Sweden, opening the 
scoring in the first minute as 
England stormed into a 3-0 



Theo Walcott 


lead inside 38 minutes before 
being pegged back. 

Though James Milner 
missed England’s first spot- 
kick in a penalty shoot-out, 
Joe Hart saved twice to help 
England progress to a final 
against Germany. 

That turned out to be one¬ 
sided, with Mezut Ozil on 
target in a 4-0 romp for the 
Germans. 

2011 

England qualified for the 
finals with a 2-1 aggregate 
win over Romania in a two- 
legged play-off. 

Current Saint Ryan 
Bertrand played all three 
matches in the finals, where 
England were held 1-1 by 
Spain and 0-0 by Ukraine 
before losing 2-1 to the Czech 
Republic. 

2013 

Former Saint Alex Oxlade- 
Chamberlain burst onto 
the Under-21 scene during 
England’s qualifying 
campaign. 

Continued on facing page 
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England won the Under-20 World 
Cup as Dominic Calvert-Lewin’s 
goal proved decisive in the final 
against Venezuela. 

Here the Sports Pink looks at 
the players who featured in the 
final in South Korea and helped 
England become world champi¬ 
ons. 

FREDDIE WOODMAN 

(age 20, goalkeeper, Newcastle) 

Has represented his country at 
all levels from under-16 up to un- 
der-21. His second-half penalty 
save in the final proved crucial. 
Yet to feature in a match for New¬ 
castle, having been loaned out to 
Hartlepool, Crawley and Kilmar¬ 
nock, for whom he made 15 league 
appearances in the second half of 
2016/17. Was awarded the Golden 
Glove, given to the best goalkeep¬ 
er of the tournament. 

JONJOE KENNY 

(age 20, defender, Everton) 

Part of the Under-17 European 
Championship-winning squad of 
2014, along with Woodman, Domi¬ 
nic Solanke and captain Lewis 
Cook. Kenny impressed in South 
Korea and is highly thought of 
at Goodison Park. He did well 
during a loan spell at Oxford last 
season and is expected to add to 
his two first-team appearances 
during the forthcoming 2017-18 
campaign. 

FI KAYO TOMORI 

(aged 19, defender, Chelsea) 

Tomori scored an own goal 
in the draw against Guinea but 
showed good character to go on 
and have a solid tournament 
thereafter. The Canada-born de¬ 
fender made his Chelsea debut 
as a substitute in the final game 
of the 2015-16 season against 
Leicester at Stamford Bridge. He 
spent the second half of last sea¬ 
son on loan at Brighton as Chris 
Hughton’s team secured promo¬ 
tion to the Premier League. 

JAKE CLARKE-SALTER 

(aged 19, defender, Chelsea) 

Also capped at under-18 and 
under-19 level for England. His 
clash of knees with Adalberto 
Penaranda resulted in Venezuela 
being awarded the penalty which 
Woodman saved. He had a loan 
spell at Bristol Rovers last season 
and it has been reported that he 
has been earmarked by the Chel¬ 
sea academy staff as having the 
potential to replace the departing 
John Terry. 

KYLE WALKER-PETERS 


(aged 20, defender, Tottenham) 
Has also represented England 
at under-18 and under-19 level 
and is highly regarded at Spurs, 
where he signed a new three-year 
contract in February. He was 
outstanding in the semi-finals 
against Italy when asked to play 
at left-back, rather than in his 
more familiar position on the 
right-hand side of the defence. 


LEWIS COOK 

(aged 20, midfielder, Bourne¬ 
mouth) 

Has represented his country 
at all levels from under-16 to 
under-20 and on Sunday joined 
Bobby Moore as the only other 
England captain to lift a FIFA 
World Cup. Cook, who scored in 


the group stage against Guinea, 
signed for Bournemouth from 
Leeds for £6million last summer 
and made his Premier League de¬ 
but in their first game of 2016/17 
at home to Manchester United. 
Cook then had to wait until April 
7 for his second league outing, 
which came in a 4-0 drubbing at 
White Hart Lane. Cook ended the 
season with four league starts 
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England lift the Under-20 World Cup. Left - penalty save hero Freddie Woodman. Top - Cherries' Lewis Cook 
and Engkand U20 boss Paul Simpson with the silverware on their return to England. 


CUP KOREA REPUBLIC 2017 


and two sub outings. 

JOSH ONOMAH 

(aged 20, midfielder, Totten¬ 
ham) 

Saw a 30-yard effort strike the 
crossbar and bounce down on the 
line during the second half of the 
final. Has been solid in a deeper 
midfield role for England during 


the competition, despite often ap¬ 
pearing for Spurs in a more ad¬ 
vanced role in cameos under boss 
Mauricio Pochettino. Has repre¬ 
sented England at every level ex¬ 
cept for the senior side. 

KIERAN DOWELL 

(aged 19, midfielder, Ever ton) 
Capped by England at under-16 


to under-20 level. He scored the 
winning goal in the 1-0 victory 
against hosts South Korea in the 
group stages. He made his Ever- 
ton debut back in 2014 in the Eu- 
ropa League and made his Pre¬ 
mier League bow for the club in 
April 2016. 

ADEMOLA LOOKMAN 


(aged 19, forward, Everton) 

Scored three times during the 
tournament, including in the 
semi-finals against Italy. Everton 
won the race to sign the young¬ 
ster from Charlton (where he 
had scored 13 goals in 34 league 
games) in January, paying a re¬ 
ported £7.5million. He enjoyed 
a dream debut with a goal in a 
4-0 win over Manchester City 
at Goodison Park and ended up 
making three league starts plus 
five sub outings under Blues boss 
Ronald Koeman. 

DOMINIC SOLANKE 

(aged 19, forward, Liverpool) 

Due to join Liverpool from Chel¬ 
sea on July 1, Solanke scored four 
times in South Korea and was 
awarded the Golden Ball given 
to the player of the tournament. 
Previous winners of the accolade 
include Diego Maradona, Lionel 
Messi, Luis Figo, Paul Pogba and 
Sergio Aguero. Has represented 
England at all levels from un- 
der-16 to under-21. Had a decent 
loan spell in Holland with Vitesse 
in the 2015-16 season, joining the 
Dutch club after their Europa 
League loss to Saints. Has only 
ever appeared as a sub once for 
Chelsea, in a Champions League 
game in October 2014. 

DOMINIC CALVERT 
-LEWIN 

(aged 20, forward, Everton) 

The World Cup final goal hero 
joined Everton from Sheffield 
United last summer and made his 
Toffees debut against Arsenal in 
December, before scoring his first 
goal for the club against Hull in 
March. 

SHEYI 0|0 

(aged 19, midfielder, Liverpool) 

Came on as a sub for Dowell af¬ 
ter 62 minutes. Liverpool snapped 
up the winger from MK Dons in 
2011 and has made eight top flight 
appearances for the Reds, as well 
as spending time out on loan at 
Wigan and Wolves. His only two 
first team appearances in 2016/17 
were both against League 2 club 
Plymouth in the FA Cup. Has rep¬ 
resented his country at all levels 
from under-16 to under-20. 

AINSLEY MAITLAND 
-NILES 

(aged 19, midfielder, Arsenal) 

Introduced from the bench af¬ 
ter 71 minutes for Lookman. He 
made his debut for Arsenal aged 
17 in a Champions League clash. 
The teenager had a loan spell at 
Ipswich in 2015 but his progres¬ 
sion has stalled somewhat. Made 
just seven first team appearances 
in 2016/17 - including two against 
Saints in the League Cup and FA 
Cup - but only one in the league. 


from facing page 

He smacked a hat-trick in 
a 3-0 win in Iceland before 
scoring again in a 4-0 home 
victory over Belgium - one¬ 
time Saints loanee Steven 
Caulker also on target. 

Drawn against Serbia in a 
two-legged play-off, England 
won both matches 1-0. 

The finals were a huge 
flop, however. Nathaniel 
Clyne started two games, 
as did Nathan Redmond, as 
England lost to Italy, Norway 
and Israel 

2015 

England won nine of their 
10 qualifying games, drawing 
the other. 

Saints midfielder James 
Ward-Prowse made his 
debut during the campaign, 
scoring in a 5-0 win against 
Lithuania and again in a 9-0 
drubbing of San Marino. 

Tottenham’s Harry Kane 
hit a hat-trick in the 4-0 win 
in San Marino, while Nathan 
Redmond did likewise in 
a 3-1 win against Wales in 
Swansea. 

Redmond also scored the 
only goal at home to the 
Welsh. 

Despite their qualifying 
record, England still had to 


■ 



Nathan Redmond 


negotiate a two-legged play¬ 
off to get to the finals. 

After beating Croatia 4-2 
on aggregate, England then 
lost two of their three finals 
group games. 

A1-0 loss to Portugal was 
followed by Jesse Lingard 
scoring the winner against 
Sweden, before Redmond’s 
consolation in a 3-1 loss to 
Italy. 

2017 

James Ward-Prowse 
scored the only goal in the 
first qualifying round win 
in Norway, and was also on 
target in a 3-1 victory against 
Switzerland. 

Saints defender Jack 
Stephens made his first U21 
start is Bosnia, but was sent 
off in a 0-0 draw, and Nathan 
Redmond was among the 
scorers in a 3-0 victory over 
Kazakhstan. 

Reading’s former 
Southampton Tyro Leaguer 
John Swift netted in a 5-0 
thrashing of Bosnia. 
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European Group A 

P W 

D L F 

A 

Pts 

Sweden 

6 

4 

1 1 12 

4 

13 

France 

6 

4 

1 1 11 

5 

13 

Netherlands 

6 

3 

1 2 13 

6 

10 

Bulgaria 

6 

3 

0 3 9 

12 

9 

Belarus 

6 

1 

2 3 4 

11 

5 

Luxembourg 

6 

0 

1 5 6 

17 

1 

Group B 


P 

W 

D L F 

A 

Pts 

Switzerland 

6 

6 

0 0 12 

3 

18 

Portugal 

6 

5 

0 1 22 

3 

15 

Hungary 

6 

2 

1 3 8 

7 

7 

Faroe Islands 

6 

1 

2 3 2 

10 

5 

Andorra 

6 

1 

1 4 2 

13 

4 

Latvia 

6 

1 

0 5 2 

12 

3 

Group C 


P 

W 

D L F 

A 

Pts 

Germany 

6 

6 

0 0 27 

1 

18 

North Ireland 

6 

4 

1 1 11 

2 

13 

Czech Republic 

6 

2 

3 1 9 

5 

9 

Azerbaijan 

6 

2 

1 3 3 

9 

7 

Norway 

6 

1 

1 4 6 

10 

4 

San Marino 

6 

0 

0 6 1 

30 

0 

GroupD 


P 

w 

D L F 

A 

Pts 

Serbia 

6 

3 

3 0 13 

7 

12 

Rep of Ireland 

6 

3 

3 0 8 

4 

12 

Wales 

6 

1 

5 0 9 

5 

8 

Austria 

6 

2 

2 2 9 

8 

8 

Georgia 

6 

0 

3 3 6 

10 

3 

Moldova 

6 

0 

2 4 4 

15 

2 

Group E 


P 

W 

D L F 

A 

Pts 

Poland 

6 

5 

1 0 15 

7 

16 

Montenegro 

6 

3 

1 2 14 

7 

10 

Denmark 

6 

3 

1 2 10 

6 

10 

Romania 

6 

1 

3 2 7 

7 

6 

Armenia 

6 

2 

0 4 7 

14 

6 

Kazakhstan 

6 

0 

2 4 4 

16 

2 

Group F 


P 

W 

D L F 

A 

Pts 

England 

6 

4 

2 0 10 

2 

14 

Slovakia 

6 

4 

0 2 12 

4 

12 

Slovenia 

6 

3 

2 1 6 

3 

11 

Scotland 

6 

2 

2 2 9 

10 

8 

Lithuania 

6 

1 

2 3 6 

11 

5 

Malta 

6 

0 

06 2 

15 

0 

Group G 


P 

W 

D L F 

A 

Pts 

Spain 

6 

5 

1 0 21 

3 

16 

Italy 

6 

5 

1 0 18 

4 

16 

Albania 

6 

3 

0 3 7 

8 

9 

Israel 

6 

3 

0 3 9 

12 

9 

Macedonia 

6 

1 

0 5 8 

13 

3 

Liechtenstein 

6 

0 

0 6 1 

24 

0 

Group H 


P 

W 

D L F 

A 

Pts 

Belgium 

6 

5 

1 0 24 

2 

16 

Greece 

6 

3 

3 0 10 

3 

12 

Bosnia 

6 

3 

2 1 13 

5 

11 

Cyprus 

6 

2 

1 3 5 

9 

7 

Estonia 

6 

1 

1 4 5 

17 

4 

Gibraltar 

6 

0 

0 6 3 

24 

0 

Group 1 


P 

w 

D L F 

A 

Pts 

Croatia 

6 

4 

1 1 11 

2 

13 

Iceland 

6 

4 

1 1 9 

6 

13 

Turkey 

6 

3 

2 1 11 

6 

11 

Ukraine 

6 

3 

2 1 9 

5 

11 

Finland 

6 

0 

1 5 4 

10 

1 

Kosovo 

6 

0 

1 5 3 

18 

1 
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World Cup race 


Simon 

Carter 



How many Saints could we see in 
next summer’s World Cup finals 
in Russia? Here, the Sports Pink 
brings you up to date ... 

European qualifying 
Group A 

Saints midfielder Jordy Clasie 
made two appearances in the 2014 
World Cup in Brazil as the Neth¬ 
erlands finished third. 

But his country are struggling 
to qualify for next summer’s tour¬ 
nament after losing two of their 
first five games and falling three 
points adrift of top two Sweden 
and France. 

Clasie has paid the price for not 
being a regular at St Mary’s and 
has lost his place in the Nether¬ 
lands squad, while Virgil van Dijk 
also missed last weekend’s 5-0 win 
over Luxembourg as he is still re¬ 
covering from injury. 

Group B 

Cedric Soares helped Portugal 
to a shock Euro 2016 victory, and 
last weekend he played the 90 
minutes as they won 3-0 in Latvia 
to keep their World Cup hopes for 
next summer very much alive. 

Former St Mary’s colleague 
Jose Fonte also played the whole 
game, in a win which kept Portu¬ 
gal three points adrift of Switzer¬ 
land, who have won all six games 
so far. 

Those two will almost certain¬ 
ly finish in the top two, as third 
placed Hungry are eight points 
adrift after conspiring to lose 1-0 
in Andorra - the hosts’ first win in 
67 games. 

Group C 

Saints midfielder Steven Davis 
could be heading for his second 
major international tournament. 

Davis was one of Northern Ire¬ 
land’s key men in last summer’s 
European Championships, where 
the Irish reached the last 16 be¬ 
fore losing to Wales. 

The good times have continued 
to roll in the World Cup qualifica¬ 
tion campaign that has followed, 
and Stuart Dallas’ last-gasp win¬ 
ner in Azerbaijan last weekend 
has left them in excellent shape 
to claim second place behind Ger¬ 
many, and a likely play-off spot, 
in their group. 

Defender Jonny Evans believes 
last summer’s experience at the 
Euros was pivotal in helping es¬ 
tablish a togetherness in the Irish 
camp that could now drive them 
on to Russia. 

“We’ve always had a great spirit 
with Northern Ireland - there’s al- 



Ryan Bertrand, right, 
in action for England 
against Scotland last 
weekend. Top - Steven 
Davis and his Northern 
Ireland side are looking 
good for a place in Russia 
next year, while Euro 
2016 champion Cedric 
Soares, above, could also 
reach his first World Cup 


ways been a great bond between 
the players, even when results 
were going bad,” the West Brom 
defender claimed. 

“But when things are going well 
it does give you that confidence. 
Our experience of being at the 
Euros brought everyone closer 
together, people know each other 
now.” 

If Northern Ireland are to reach 
the World Cup for the first time in 
32 years, they will look back on 
Dallas’ stoppage-time strike as a 


defining moment in the qualifica¬ 
tion campaign. 

Prior to that point O’Neill had 
seemed content to settle for a 
draw but he was spoiled by a 
further two points, which looked 
all the more valuable when the 
Czech Republic were held 1-1 by 
Norway later in the night. 

Davis played the entire 90 min¬ 
utes in Azerbaijan, after appear¬ 
ing as a half-time sub in the pre¬ 
vious week’s friendly win against 
New Zealand. 


Group D 

Chris Coleman feels Wales must 
win their remaining four qualifi¬ 
ers to top their World Cup group. 

Wales held Group D leaders 
Serbia 1-1 in Belgrade last week¬ 
end after Aaron Ramsey’s cheeky 
penalty had given them a half- 
time lead. 

Aleksandar Mitrovic equalised 
17 minutes from time to keep Ser¬ 
bia - for whom Saints star Dusan 
Tadic played the full 90 minutes - 
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is on for Saints 



four points ahead of third-placed 
Wales with four games to play. 

The Republic of Ireland stay 
second level on points with Ser¬ 
bia after being held 1-1 at home 
by Austria. Saints striker Shane 
Long was absent with a fractured 
ankle that forced him to miss his 
club’s last two games of 2016/17. 

“I think realistically if we want 
to finish first, (we need) four 
wins,” manager Coleman said. 

“If we want to take our chance 
in a play-off it’s at least three 


wins and a draw. Mathematically 
that’s probably what we need. 

“But Serbia have to go to Ireland 
and they have to go to Austria, 
they can’t all take three points.” 

Wales will resume their pro¬ 
gramme at home to Austria and 
away to bottom-placed Moldova 
in September. 

Joe Allen will be missing for the 
Austria game in Cardiff through 
suspension, but ex-Saint Gareth 
Bale, who missed the frenetic Bel¬ 
grade draw through a one-game 


ban, returns. 

Group E 

Saints midfielder Pierre Ho- 
jbjerg was lost his place in the 
senior Denmark squad in recent 
months, after failing to win a reg¬ 
ular place at St Mary’s. 

But if he can regain his place, 
he could well be travelling to next 
summer’s World Cup as the Danes 
are currently joint second in their 
group with Montenegro. 

Denmark’s next game is huge 


- they host leaders Poland on 
September 1. Bayern Munich’s 
Robert Lewandowski has helped 
the Poles move six points clear 
in their group - last weekend he 
struck a hat-trick, including two 
penalties, in a 3-1 victory over Ro¬ 
mania. 

Group F 

Saints’ England contingent 
should qualify for Russia, despite 
requiring a late leveller to draw 
2-2 in Scotland last weekend. 

England are currently three 
points ahead of third placed Slo¬ 
venia, after Harry Kane’s late 
goal at Hampden ensured they 
didn’t suffer their first qualifying 
loss - in either the World Cup or 
Euros - since 2009. 

Saints star Ryan Bertrand 
played the full 90 minutes at left 
back against the Scots, and also 
started Tuesday’s friendly in 
France. No such luck for Fraser 
Forster, though, who saw three 
other keepers play ahead of hin. 

Should England qualify for 
Russia, the likes of James Ward- 
Prowse and Nathan Redmond will 
be hoping to put themselves in the 
frame for selection after Gareth 
Southgate handed them a senior 
debut earlier this year. 

Group G 

Saints striker Manolo Gabbia- 
dini scored his first competitive 
goal for Italy as they thrashed 
Liechtenstein 5-0 last weekend. 

It was his second senior goal for 
his country, having first scored in 
a 2-1 friendly win against Roma¬ 
nia in November 2015. 

Italy are level with Spain in 
their qualifying group, with both 
countries having 16 points from 
six games. 

Spain are top, though, due to a 
superior goal difference. 

David Silva and Diego Costa 
netted in a 2-1 win in Macedonia 
last weekend to keep the Span¬ 
iards in pole position. 

Whoever wins on September 2, 
when the top two clash in Spain, 
will surely win the group. 

Asian qualifying 

Maya Yoshida’s Japan are a 
point clear of their Asian qualify¬ 
ing group after a 1-1 draw against 
Iraq in Tehran this week. There 
are only two games left and only 
the top team qualifies for Russia. 

African qualifying 

Sofiane Boufal and his Morocco 
colleagues must win Group C of 
the African qualifying tourna¬ 
ment to progress to Russia. At 
present, they have played just two 
of their six games - and drawn 0-0 
with both leaders Ivory Coast and 
Gabon. Mali make up the four- 
team group. 


Fight fortune 

Nine-figure purses and pay-per- 
view revenues to match have already 
been projected for Floyd 
Mayweather’s fight with mixed 
martial arts champion Conor 
McGregor in Las Vegas in August. 

Here, the Sports Pink picks out 
five more seminal moments in 
boxing’s financial history: 

1. JACK JOHNSON v JIM 
JEFFERIES, 1910 

Jefferies came out of retirement to 
challenge Johnson in the so-called 
‘Fight of the Century’ as white 
America sought desperately to find a 
way to dethrone the controversial 
champion. Johnson was tempted by 
a purse in excess of 100,000 US 
dollars - two-thirds of which was 
promised to the winner. In front of 
20,000 people in Reno. Johnson duly 
took the spoils. 

2. GENE TUNNEY v JACK 
DEMPSEY, 1927 

Tunney all but earned boxing’s first 
million-dollar purse for his world 
heavyweight title rematch with 
Dempsey in 1927. Tunney’s actual 
purse was 990,445 dollars but he 
paid promoter Tex Rickard the 
difference in order to receive a 
seven-figure cheque. 

3. MUHAMMAD ALI v GEORGE 
FOREMAN, 1974 

Ali and Foreman split a total purse 
of 10 million dollars for what is 
arguably the most famous boxing 



Muhammad Ali 


match of all time. Promoter Don King 
made the promise to bring the pair 
together, then was forced to head to 
the heart of Africa to discover a 
regime obsessive and dictatorial 
enough to stump up the cash. The 
Rumble in the Jungle was born. 

4. SUGAR RAY LEONARD v 
THOMAS HEARNS, 1981 

Leonard was no stranger to multi¬ 
million dollar purses after two epic 
battles with Roberto Duran. But the 
10 million dollars he was to be paid 
for his world welterweight title scrap 
with Thomas Hearns set a new 
record for dollars earned in a single 
sporting event. Hearns also earned 
over five million dollars for a contest 
which shattered the notion that only 
the sport’s heavyweight division 
could command such fees. 

5. FLOYD MAYWEATHER v MANNY 
PACQUIAO, 2015 

Mayweather and Pacquiao both 
grossed nine-figure purses for the 
first time despite their anti-climactic 
meeting in Las Vegas in 2015. The 
richest bout in boxing history earned 
a total of around 600 million dollars 
in total revenue, almost two-thirds of 
which was made up by record pay- 
per-view buys. The new mark 
shattered the estimated 150 million 
dollars generated by Mayweather’s 
previous fight against Saul Alvarez. 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 15,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
■ prizes of €15 each week 

I 1 AAA iHjdlBSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

v I I || || I miCC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

|U I | I It || I IH ™ 10 for Dorset Echo 

II L I rvvv Drize... 1 10 for Sunday Independent 

# r 10 for Brighton Argus 



PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F INDTHE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos and Brighton Argus. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


RESULTS 



Winners 


JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 
CONGRATULATIONS 
P. Badger, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Who wins the Nearest Miss Prize of £1,000 

The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


C Baker 
J Blakely 
PCole 
W Cramer 
D Forder 
B Harris 
PJaques 
I Keegan 
A Lewis 
D Noke 


Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Netley Abbey, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Eastleigh, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 


J O'Brien 
J Read 
J Reynolds 
S Smith 
A Taylor 
J Taylor 
S Trotter 
R Williams 
K Willis 
CYaldren 



Competition number S24 


Southampton, Hants 
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Mike Brown has British Lions incentive 



Mike Brown 


RUGBY: England bring to a close their 
mini tour of Argentina on Saturday when 
they take on the Pumas in Sante Fe 
hoping to complete a 2-0 series triumph. 

The trip has played out as a backdrop to 
the British and Irish Lions tour of New 
Zealand but it holds great significance for 
the players, both in the short and long 
term. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the talking 
points ahead of the second Test. 

WHAT WOULD BE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
A SERIES WHITEWASH? 

Although head coach Eddie Jones has 
insisted all along that the aim was a 2-0 
victory, one defeat - or even two - would 
not have been disastrous given the 
somewhat experimental make-up of the 


squad. 

With 30 players unavailable, it was an 
opportunity to blood a host of youngsters 
and most of the 10 new caps in San Juan 
seized it with both hands. 

A series whitewash, against a strong 
Argentina side, would be a bonus and 
demonstrate the depth of talent available 
to Jones in the build-up to the 2019 World 
Cup. 

WHY HAS JONES CHANGED A WINNING 
TEAM? 

Experienced flanker Chris Robshaw 
would have been one of the first names on 
the team sheet for the first Test had he not 
been injured, so despite the impressive 
debuts of Mark Wilson and Sam Curry, he 
was always going to return once he proved 


his fitness. 

That demonstrates Jones’ determination 
to complete a series clean sweep, while he 
is also keen to see how youngsters Sam 
Underhill and Piers Francis perform on the 
big stage as he plans for the World Cup. 

LAST CALL FOR THE LIONS 

With fitness doubts surrounding fly-half 
Owen Farrell and lock Courtney Lawes on 
the Lions tour, impressive performances in 
Sante Fe from George Ford and Joe 
Launchbury could clinch promotion for 
them if Warren Gatland opts to send for 
replacements. 

Austin Healey has also called for 
Hampshire-born full-back Mike Brown to 
be propelled on to the Lions stage for the 
Test Series, so the incentives are there. 


■ 


CRICKET: Liphook & Ripsley 
and Rowledge are left to fly 
the Southern Premier League 
flag in the Watson's National 
Village Championship after 
winning their respective 
county finals. 

Liphook's reward for a 
comfortable Hampshire final 
win over Sparsholt is a home 
tie with beaten 2013 Lord's 
finalists Rockhampton, while 
Rowledge will host East 
Sussex based Mayfield on 
Sunday week. 

Rob Nicklin, with 73, and 
Suman Ganguly with a 
blistering 4-22 spell with the 
new ball, shone as Liphook 
posted 196-8 before beating 
Sparsholt by 46 runs. 

Rowledge sent a weakened 
side to Guildford-based 
Blackheath and chased down 
their hosts 187 to win by 
three wickets. 

More local cricket on 
36/37 


Kohli and co 
hold the aces 


CRICKET: India and Pakistan meet 
in the Champions Trophy final at 
The Oval on Sunday. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a look 
at some of the main talking points 
from the clash between the two 
great rivals. 


BIG MATCH? ERR... YES! 

London will have one of sport’s 
highest-profile fixtures in its midst 
on Sunday 

It is estimated more than a billion 
worldwide tuned in to watch India 
beat Pakistan in their group-stage 
clash at Adelaide in the last World 
Cup. 

A full house is a formality at The 
Oval, with projected broadcast fig¬ 
ures likely to overtake previous 
records as unheralded Pakistan try 
to sneak the Champions Trophy 
from under the noses of the hold¬ 
ers, neighbours and great rivals. 
Football’s equivalent might be a 
Wembley final of the European 
Championships between Spain and 
Germany. A few might tune in for 
that as well... 


GRUDGE MATCH? KIND OF 

These two teams previously met 
just once at this stage of an Interna¬ 
tional Cricket Council global event, 
when India won the World Twen- 
ty20 in South Africa in 2007. Histo¬ 
ry and politics mean the stakes are 
unfathomably high anyway when 
the chance comes to bid for suprem¬ 
acy on the cricket pitch, as in their 
Group B meeting at Edgbaston two 
weeks ago. 

With a tournament trophy to be 
won, and India defending their ti¬ 
tle too, it is hard to over-state how 



India's Virat Kohli 


much the outcome will mean to mil¬ 
lions of people - including a signifi¬ 
cant British Asian sub-section. 

A carnival atmosphere is likely to 
rein before the first ball is bowled 
and, for one side, after the last one 
goes down too. In between, there 
will be plenty of noise - but it will 
be mighty serious stuff for all con¬ 
cerned. 


PAKISTAN NEED BOWLERS 
ON SONG AGAIN 

Even without Mohammad Amir, 
because of his back spasm, Sarfraz 
Ahmed’s bowlers were pitch-perfect 
on a slow, used surface in Cardiff 
- where they easily won their semi¬ 
final against England on Wednesday 
Their batsmen had little trouble 


there, chasing an inadequate total. 

But the suspicion is that if Paki¬ 
stan are to hold sway in the final, 
it will be the bowlers who do it for 
them. A fresh pitch at The Oval will 
present a very different challenge 
against India’s pedigree batting line¬ 
up, however. 

INDIA VULNERABLE AT 
THE OVAL? 

It was here that India lost their 
only match of the tournament so far, 
when Sri Lanka shocked them last 
week by easily chasing 321 for six - 
with seven wickets and more than an 
over to spare. 

The tournament favourites did 
fare pretty well here in their warm¬ 
up programme, dishing out defeats 
to New Zealand and Bangladesh - the 
latter, whom they also beat in their 
Edgbaston semi-final, by a spectacu¬ 
lar 240-run margin. India’s overall 
record at the ground, in Tests and 
one-day internationals, is six wins 
in 26 attempts. Pakistan’s, across the 
formats, is a more favourable nine 
out of 22 - but only two in nine ODIs. 

... BUT KOHLI AND CO 
STILL HOLD ALL THE ACES 

India hold the historical advantage 
in the knockout stage of world tour¬ 
naments, having beaten Pakistan in 
each of three meetings so far. Their 
superiority in Birmingham was star¬ 
tling too, and Pakistan coach Mickey 
Arthur has since reflected on his 
team’s “terrible” and “shambolic” 
performance there. India have twice 
topped 300 this month and chased a 
further 455 for the loss of only three 
wickets in their other two matches. 
They average almost 100 runs per 
wicket in the tournament. They will 
take some stopping. 
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KJi Id Holidays 


Christmas with Katherine 
Jenkins 

at the Royal Albert Hall 
2 days from £149.00,18 December 2017 

Journey with us to London’s iconic Royal Albert Hall and start 
your Christmas celebration in style with singing sensation 
Katherine Jenkins. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A choir seat for Christmas 
with Katherine Jenkins 
at the Royal Albert Hall 
(Upgrades available) 

• One night’s bed and buffet 
breakfast in a good hotel 
in the Heathrow/Greater 


London 

» Coach travel from the 
local area 

► Escorted by a friendly 
tour manager 


John Rutter’s 
Christmas Celebration 

Full of Christmas sparkle! 

2 days from £145.00, 6 December 2017 

Celebrate the magic and music of Christmas with the renowned 

composer and conductor. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A Choir Seat at the Royal accommodation in the 

Albert Hall for ‘John Rutter’s Greater London area 
Christmas Celebration’ • Coach travel from the 

• A visit to Royal Windsor local area 

• One night’s three-star • Escorted by a friendly 

standard bed and tour manager 

continental breakfast hotel 


Book today to reserve your place! 


0330 160 7751 ncs 

Visit 

ncs.newmarketholidays.co.uk 


holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays 


ility. Single supplements apply. 
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For your 
complimentary 
Consultation quote 
Ref: HCG/JUNE 


SolutionsDental 


CLINIC 





Worried about your smile? 

Let us put your mind at rest... 

At Solutions Dental Clinic, we are here to alleviate your fears and show you a new approach to dentistry. Give us a call 
if you have a dental phobia, or you're suffering with bleeding gums, rotated and chipped teeth, gaps, and wear old and 
uncomfortable dentures. 

Our team includes implant Dentist Marcus Gambroudes, Cosmetic Dentist Eduard Gazdov and Clinical Dental Technician 
Lee Butler, create revolutionary solutions that can help restore your lost confidence and enable you to smile and enjoy 
food again. We also offer a sedation service to help you relax during dental procedures. 


Implant assisted dentures 

• Benefit from professionally 
crafted dentures held in 
place with dental implants 

• A stable and secure fit of 
your dentures to your gums 

• Less denture base covering 
the roof of your mouth 

• A bite comparable to your 
own natural teeth 
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CHANGING ditll/gd' 



Same Day Teeth 

• Same Day Teeth is 
revolutionary technique that 
means we can provide a new 
arch of teeth - fixed in place 
using dental implants - in just 
one day 

• Same day surgical procedure 

• Teeth that look, feel and 
function like natural teeth 

• No need to wear dentures 


SAME DAY TEETH 

Licensed Centre 



Join us on our Discovery Days! Thursday 29th June 

TEL: 01962 657 534 


www.solutionsdentalclinic.co.uk 

Solutions Dental Clinic, 23 Stockbridge Road, Winchester S022 6RN 

Marcus Gambroudes, BDS GDC No. 78063 • Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician GDC No. 108662 

Eduard Gazdov, Dentist GDC No. 210576 
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BELMOND BRITISH PULLMAN 

01 OCT 2 DAYS £399 


CHRISTMAS IN THE SCOTTISH 
HIGHLANDS 

22 DEC 7 DAYS £759 


THE BAVARIAN FOREST 

4 FEB 8 DAYS £749 


NEW winter coach 
holidays that start from 
your doorstep! 


FRAMES & FOLIAGE OF THE 
COTE FLEURIE 

29 OCT 5 DAYS £549 

IB 


HARROGATE & YORK 
CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

16 NOV 4 DAYS £329 




3K v EASTBOURNE 

26 FEB 5 DAYS £359 


EASTER IN IRELAND - 
A CAPITAL IDEA! 

29 MAR 5 DAYS £509 


Kgti DUTCH BULBFIELDS 

13 APR 4 DAYS £399 


To find out more about the above tours or any of our 
other holidays, contact us today for your free brochure. 
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01329 237000 www.lucketts.co.uk holidays@lucketts.co 
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Book review 

The Hardmen 
Legends of the Cycling 
Gods 

By Frank Strack 

Sportsbookofthemonth. 
com price: £9.09, saving 
£3.90 on rrp. 


ANYONE watching the final 
stage of France’s Criterium du 
Dauphine last weekend could 
understand why the raw mix 
of courage, daring, visible 
exhaustion and, ultimately, 
crushing disappointment 
make professional cycling so 
compelling. 

All were on display during the 
course of one afternoon as 
Tasmanian rider Ritchie Porte, 
who started the day more than a 
minute clear of the field, 
struggled up the Plateau de 
Solaison, shorn of any help from 
his exhausted team-mates, in 
scorching temperatures. 

Slowly, but surely, Porte caught 
the assumed race winner, Chris 
Froome, only to find that Danish 
rider Jakob Fuglsang had already 
launched an attack seven 
kilometres from the line. It proved 
decisive - as did the Dane’s 10 
second winning bonus. Despite 
Porte’s lonely heroics, Fuglsang 
won the Criterium by ten seconds. 

Though unsuccessful, Porte’s 



HARDMEN 

LEGENDS OF THE CYCLING GODS 


courage and determination 
offered viewers an example of 
cycling’s wide emotional range, 
an area that has provided rich 
pickings for Frank Strack in The 
Hardmen. 

Here, we encounter dozens of 
Porte-like characters, from the 
legendary Eddie Merckx and 
Sean Yates, to Stephen Roche 
and Bernard Hinault. Yet courage 
is not an exclusively male 
preserve and leading female 
riders, including Nicole Cooke 
and Annie Londonderry, feature 
prominently. 

Strack knows his cycling history 
inside out and in a series of 
comparatively short anecdotes 
(there are almost forty of them) 
designed to highlight just how 
tough some of the high-profile 
riders and domestiques are, or 
were, he successfully conveys the 
sport’s almost masochistic 
appeal. 

In different circumstances, the 
author’s laddish writing style may 
grate, but he manages to involve 
the amateur by selecting specific 
incidents from, say, a Grand Tour, 
and comparing them to the hurt 
felt by the club rider tackling a 
steep by-pass in a raging side¬ 
wind on a Sunday morning. 

It’s certainly a book for cycling 
aficionados, although anyone 
wanting to know what all the fuss 
is about as preparations for the 
Tour de France begin, could 
devour these bite-sized tales and 
understand why the sport’s 
appeal remains sky-high. 


Nadal's 10th French Open in numbers 



Rafael Nadal. 


Rafael Nadal won an unprec¬ 
edented 10th French Open title 
with a 6-2 6-3 6-1 victory over Stan 
Wawrinka. 

Here, the Sports Pink picks out 
some key numbers 

10 

Nadal’s titles in Paris have 
come from 10 finals - he has never 
lost once he has reached the semi¬ 
finals. 

15 

Nadal is now on his own in sec¬ 


ond place for the most grand slam 
singles titles won by a man. He 
had been level with Pete Sampras. 
Roger Federer leads on 18. 

79 

Nadal has now won all but two 
of the 81 matches he has played at 
Roland Garros in his career. 

2 

Nadal is now world number two, 
his highest ranking since October 
2014. 


53 

This is Nadal’s 53rd clay-court 
title, more than any other player. 

35 

Nadal averaged just five games 
lost in his seven matches this 
year, three more than Bjorn 
Borg’s record set in 1978. 

3 

This was the third time Nadal 
has won the tournament without 
dropping a set, after 2008 and 2010. 


Five things we learnt 
from England v Pakistan 



England's Eoin Morgan (centre) and teammates walk off dejected after defeat in the ICC Champions Trophy semi¬ 
final match 


ENGLAND’S eight-wicket Cham¬ 
pions Trophy semi-final trounc¬ 
ing by Pakistan taught us some 
lessons - not all for the first time. 

Here, the Sports Pink pinpoints 
five of them. 

HOME ADVANTAGE? 

DO ME A FAVOUR... 


England did not fuel the ar¬ 
gument in their post-match 
remarks, but there was no dis¬ 
guising a Cardiff surface which 
played to the traditional strengths 
of Pakistan rather than the hosts. 
Tournament rules continue to 
dictate matches be played on used 
pitches, which will dust up and 
stay low - even in England, and 
Wales. There is no suggestion of 
any change of heart before the 
World Cup is back in this country 
in two years’ time, so England will 
be well-advised to be ready to beat 
the best even if conditions are not 
always entirely to their liking. 

WOAKES WAS A 
MISSING LINK - 
WITH THE BAT 


When Chris Woakes’ tourna¬ 
ment ended after just two overs 
of the first match, because of a 
side strain, it seemed inevitable 
- especially after his quietly-im- 
pressive maiden Indian Premier 
League campaign - that England 
would miss him badly. 

That was not the case in Group 
A victories over Bangladesh, New 
Zealand and Australia as Mark 
Wood, Liam Plunkett and others 
rose to the occasion with wickets 
when England needed them. 

Woakes, however, is an all- 
rounder with nine first-class hun¬ 
dreds and a one-day international 
best of 95 not out on his CV If 
he had been available at number 


eight against Pakistan, he might 
just have been able to help Ben 
Stokes push England up to a par 
total after all. 

IRON MORGAN 


Even after a chastening defeat 
which ended England’s interest 
in a tournament for which they 
were many people’s favourites, 
their captain made it clear he is 
not for turning. 

Morgan ruled out the notion 
of complacency, did not go over¬ 
board in his reflections on a dry 
and used pitch which favoured 
the opposition - and spelled out 


that his team is still on course for 
the 2019 World Cup on home soil 
and will not be deflected by one 
significant disappointment. 

PAKISTAN ARE... 
UNPREDICTABLE 


It was Mohammad Hafeez who 
revelled in Pakistan’s habitual 
tag before their victory over Sri 
Lanka on Monday. As he prepared 
for the semi-final, coach Mickey 
Arthur appeared less enamoured 
with a description he seems hap¬ 
py to consign to history. His team 
duly went on to surprise everyone 
again, in a good way. Arthur and 


others may have to be ready to ex¬ 
pect the unexpected again at The 
Oval on Sunday. 

CARDIFF PACKED THEM 
IN AFTER ALL 

The distress calls went out 
about a collective no-show in the 
crowd, after thousands of tickets 
initially bought by India support¬ 
ers were potentially no longer of 
interest to the purchasers. It did 
not turn out that way, though - 
and as Pakistan marched to their 
gloriously implausible victory, 
the grandstand adulation was a 
sea of green-and-white flags and 
shirts. Quite a sight. 
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Boxing box office records will be shattered 



Floyd Mayweather. 




FLOYD Mayweather’s fight against Conor 
McGregor in August is set to break all of 
boxing’s box-office records. 

Purses well into nine figures are 
assured for both fighters despite 
McGregor having no previous experience 
in the sport. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a closer 
look at the numbers behind the 
controversial contest which is sure to go 
down in history... 

0 

Number of amateur and professional 
boxing bouts McGregor has been 
involved in. 


49 

Number of consecutive victories racked 
up by Mayweather as a professional. 

600 , 000,000 

Total projected amount (in US dollars) 
expected to be grossed by the contest. 

2 

Number of UFC titles currently held by 
McGregor. 

19 , 500,000 

Total number of pay-per-view buys for 
Mayweather bouts in his career to date. 


13 

Seconds it took McGregor to knock out 
Jose Aldo and win the UFC featherweight 
title in December 2015. 

5 , 000,000 

Amount in dollars paid by Mayweather 
for a Koenigsegg CCXR Trevita - one of 
the world’s rarest cars - last year. 

25 

Hours of community service undertaken 
by McGregor as punishment for a bottle¬ 
throwing incident prior to his match with 
Nate Diaz. 


Names in the frame 
to fill Zlatan void 



UNITED TARGET? Romelu Lukaku 


Mark 

Staniforth 


MANCHESTER United are scour¬ 
ing the transfer market for strik¬ 
ers after cooling their interest in 
Atletico Madrid’s Antoine Griez- 
mann. 

The 26-year-old forward signed 
a contract extension with Atletico 
this week and so United are look¬ 
ing elsewhere in their quest to ac¬ 
quire attacking reinforcements. 

With the injured Zlatan Ibra- 
himovic’s deal not renewed, and 
Wayne Rooney possibly surplus 
to requirements, United boss Jose 
Mourinho is sure to use the sum¬ 
mer window to bolster his for¬ 
ward options. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
those who may fit the bill for the 
Portuguese. 

ALVARO MORATA 

Mourinho might be returning 
to former club Real Madrid to 
sign Spain international Mora- 
ta, if his agent is to be believed. 
Juanma Lopez said on Tuesday 
United have lodged a “very im¬ 
portant offer” for the 24-year-old, 
who scored 15 times in their La 
Liga title-winning campaign. 
Only Cristiano Ronaldo managed 
to net more for Real but Morata 
made just 14 league starts and he 
could be tempted away by the lure 
of regular first-team football. 

ALEXANDRE LACAZETTE 

Despite almost biannual specu¬ 
lation linking him with a move 
away from Lyon, France interna¬ 
tional Lacazette has just finished 
an eighth season with OL. The 
26-year-old has scored 91 Ligue 1 
goals over the past four seasons, 


28 of which came in the previous 
campaign, to show he is far from 
a one-hit wonder. Next year Lyon 


will not be in the Champions 
League and that could be Laca- 
zette’s cue to look elsewhere. 


ANDREA BELOTTI 

Only Manchester City old boy 
Edin Dzeko and Napoli’s Dries 
Mertens plundered more goals 
than Torino’s Belotti in Italy’s top 
flight last season, and the latter’s 
26 came for a team that finished 
ninth. Belotti has scored four 
times in nine appearances for his 
country too. However, those who 
are prolific in Serie A do not al¬ 
ways have the same level of suc¬ 
cess in England - just ask Andriy 
Shevchenko - and he remains un¬ 
tested in the Champions League. 

KYLIAN MBAPPE 

The most prized teenager in foot¬ 
ball has been linked with a string 
of top clubs in Europe despite 
Monaco’s insistence they want 
to keep hold of him. Still just 18, 
Mbappe burst onto the scene last 
term in his club’s run to the Ligue 
1 title and the Champions League 
semi-finals. There has been talk 
of Mbappe commanding a world- 
record fee should he move on but 
United have not been as strongly 
linked as others. Would their ex¬ 
perience of Monaco old boy An¬ 
thony Martial, a hugely talented 
but frustratingly inconsistent 
young forward, make them more 
cautious with Mbappe? 

ROMELU LUKAKU 

Certainly a proven goalscorer 
having netted over 20 times in 
each of his three seasons with 
Everton, and he has spoken open¬ 
ly about his desire to challenge 
for silverware and to play in the 
Champions League. 

The stumbling block to any 
move may be Chelsea’s interest in 
reuniting with the 24-year-old and 
the fact Mourinho sold him when 
he was at the Stamford Bridge 
helm. 
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VARQ&As 

ENGLAND’S 3-2 defeat to France 
featured the Three Lions’ first 
encounter with the new system 
of video assistant referees 
(VARs). 

The penalty from which Harry 
Kane scored his and England’s 
second goal was only awarded 
after a video review - part of a 
trial period instigated by the 
International Football Association 
Board (IFAB). 

Here, the Sports Pink addresses 
the key questions about VARs. 

So, what 
happened? 

Early in the second half, 
England’s Dele Alii tangled with 
Raphael Varane in the penalty 
area. Referee Davide Massa 
awarded a penalty before 
referring the incident to VARs 
Marco Guida and Massimiliano 
Irrati, who upheld their fellow 
Italian’s decision. Varane was 
sent off and Kane scored the 
spot-kick. 

Didn't this happen 
to France before? 

Les Bleus have had no luck in 



England's Harry Kane scores 
his side's second goal of the 
game from the penalty spot 
in Paris. 

the early days of the review 
system. During their 2-0 friendly 
defeat to Spain in March, 
technology was deployed twice - 
first to disallow a goal by Antoine 
Griezmann after replays showed 
he was marginally offside, then to 
award Spain’s second after the 
flag had initially been raised in 
error against goalscorer Gerard 
Deulofeu. 

When will we see 
VARs in use in 
major events? 

A two-year period of “live 
experiments” was approved at 
March 2016’s meeting of the IFAB, 
which hopes to make a decision 
about VARs in time for the 2018 
World Cup - or, failing that, no 
later than 2019. The Football 
Association hopes to start using 
VARs from the third round onward 
of next season’s FA Cup. 

So the referee is 
still in control? 

Yes. Reviews are initiated by the 
referee, who signals the process 
by drawing an imaginary TV 
screen with his or her hands as in 
cricket and rugby. The VAR can 
recommend a review but the 
on-field referee has the final say 
and is free to decline. 
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Mason Crane in Royal London One-day Cup action last month. Picture: Neil Marshall. 


APRIL 

2-4 Cardiff MCCU (h) FR 
Hants 289 (Carberry 100, Ervine 58) & 
271-6d (Vince 90, Alsop 52) drew with 
Cardiff 98 (Hart 3-17) & 110-2. 

7- 10 Yorkshire (a) CC1 

Yorkshire 273 (Edwards 3-58) & 187 
(Abbott 7-41), Hants 141 & 321-6 (Ad¬ 
ams 72). Hants won by 4 wickets 
14-17 Middlesex (h) CC1 
Middlesex 456 (Wheal 4-98) & 278-9 
(Abbott 5-59), Hants 438 (Rossouw 
99, Carberry 98, Abbott 56, Ervine 53). 
Drawn. 

21- 24 Yorkshire (h) CC1 
Hampshire 455 (Vince 147, Berg 99no), 
Yorkshire 231 (Berg 4-62) & 399-6 (Ab¬ 
bott 3-65). Drawn 

27 Kent (a) 50L 

Kent 258 (Topley 3-65), Hants 260-4 
(Alsop 112no, Vince 69). Hants won by 

6 wickets. 

30 Essex (a) 50L 

Essex 304-7, Hants 279 (Vince 68, Bai¬ 
ley 63). Hants lost by 25 runs. 

MAY 

3 Middlesex (h) 50L 

Middlesex 295 (Gubbins 114, Topley 

4- 68) beat Hants 146-7 (Bailey 52no) 
by 89 runs (D/L) 

7 Gloucestershire (h) 50L 
Hampshire 239-3 (Vince 89*) beat 
Gloucs 237 (Dawson 3-30) by 7 wickets 
10 Somerset (a) 50L 

Hampshire 250-6 (Rossouw 156) beat 
Somerset 249 (Berg 3-44) by 4 wickets 
12 Glamorgan (h) 50L 
Hampshire 332-6 (Vince 178) lost to 
Glamorgan 334-7 (Crane 3-69) by 3 
wickets 

14 Surrey (a) 50L 

Hampshire 271-8 (Bailey 145no) lost to 
Surrey 238-2 by 66 runs (D/L) 

17 Sussex (h) 50L 
Match abandoned 
19-22 Essex (a) CC1 

Essex 360 (K Abbott 5-58) beat Hamp¬ 
shire 115 & 148 by an innings and 97 
runs. 

26-29 Somerset (a) CC1 

Hampsire 162 & 293 (Carberry 51) 

beat Somerset 197 & 168 (Crane 5-40) 

by 90 runs 

JUNE 

2- 5 Warwickshire (h) CC1 
Hampshire 515 (Adams 166, Ervine 
203) beat Warwickshire 254 & 167 by 
an innings and 94 runs 

8- 11 South Africa A (h) Fr 

South Africa A 370-7d & 185-Id beat 
Hampshire 185 & 119 by 251 runs. 
19-22 Lancashire (a, tbc) CC1 
26-29 Somerset (h) CC1 
JULY 

3- 6 Surrey (a) CC1 

7 Glamorgan (a) T20 
12 Sussex (a) T20 
14 Middlesex (h) T20 

20 Sussex (h)T20 

21 Essex (a) T20 
23 Surrey (h) T20 
26 Somerset (a) T20 

28 Gloucestershire (a) T20 
AUGUST 

1 Kent(h)T20 

3 Middlesex (Lord's) T20 

4 Essex (h) T20 

6-9 Lancashire (h) CC1 

10 Glamorgan (h) T20 

11 Kent(a) T20 

18 Somerset (h) T20 

22- 25 T20 QF 
SEPTEMBER 

2 T20 Finals Day 

5- 8 Surrey (h) CC1 

12-15 Middlesex (a, tbc) CC1 
19-22 Essex (h) CC1 
25-28 Warwickshire (a) CC1 

Key 

CC1 - Specsavers County Champion¬ 
ship division one 
50L - Royal London One-Day Cup 
T20 - Natwest T20 Blast 


MASON Crane will become Eng¬ 
land’s most inexperienced T20 
player if he makes his debut 
against South Africa next week. 

Hampshire’s leg-spin sensation 
will join Stuart Broad, Ben Stokes 
and Jos Buttler in an elite quartet 
to have played for England’s T20 
side before their 21st birthday if 
he is handed his debut in the three- 
match series against the Proteas. 

Only Stokes and Broad have 
played for England in the short¬ 
est format at a younger age than 
Crane, who turned 20 in February. 

But they had played more T20 
games than the five appearances 
that Crane has made for Hamp¬ 
shire. 

Broad had played eight for Leices¬ 
tershire when he made his T20I de¬ 
but in 2006, two months after turn¬ 
ing 20. 

Stokes, who was 20 years, 111 days 
when he made his England T20 bow 
in 2011, had played 16 for Durham. 

Crane has been included in Eng¬ 
land’s 16-man squad on the back of 
just five appearances in the Nat- 
west T20 Blast for Hampshire. 

He has three wickets at 46 apiece, 
both taken in his first two games in 
2015. 

He only bowled four (wicketless) 
overs in the two games he played 
last year and has an economy rate 
of 9.20. 

Hampshire director of cricket 
Giles White does not believe his 
lack of T20 experience will be a 
problem for Crane, who would 
usurp Danny Briggs, who was 20 
years, ten months when he played 
his only ODI in 2012, as Hamp¬ 
shire’s youngest international if he 
plays next week. 

White said: “Mason’s a very ver¬ 
satile cricketer and hopefully he 
makes his debut. It would be great 
to see him and Liam [Dawson] play¬ 
ing for England together. 

“It’s a good chance for England to 
see him play at that level.” 

If Crane plays in the series opener 
against South Africa at The Ageas 
Bowl on Wednesday, he would be 
following in Dawson’s footsteps. 

Last July, Dawson took 3-27 on 
his international debut against Sri 
Lanka on home turf. 

Hampshire spin coach Darren 
Flint believes it is the right time to 
blood the leg-spinner with his con¬ 
fidence high after a good start to the 
season following his winter in Aus¬ 
tralia, which featured one-on-one 
sessions with former Test star Stu¬ 
art MacGill and a historic Sheffield 
Shield debut for New South Wales. 

“It was just a matter of time be¬ 
fore they took an opportunity to get 
Mason in,” said former Hampshire 
slow left-armer Flint. 

“He kicked on again during the 
winter. That helped him massively, 
he’s at the point where he’s ready 


to have a dip into international 
cricket. 

“He’s got the character and the 
skillset to go well in that environ¬ 
ment.” 

With Moeen Ali and first-choice 
leg-spinner Adil Rashid rested, 
there is a good chance that Dawson 
and Crane will both play. 

“Daws is a genuine all-rounder 
and there’s always room for a 
world-class leg-spinner like Ma¬ 
son,” continued Flint. 

“Being able to beat both edges is 
a great skill to have in the T20 for¬ 
mat and his action is well honed 
and good enough to stand up under 
pressure. 

“He and Daws will feed off each 
other, they bowl well as a partner¬ 
ship. 

“Even if Mason doesn’t play, just 


being in that environment will help 
him.” 

Crane, who is expected to play for 
the Hampshire Academy against 
British Gas Southern Premier 
League leaders Lymington today, 
is one of five uncapped players in 
the England squad alongside Liam 
Livingstone, Dawid Malan, Craig 
Overton and Tom Curran. 

He has taken 14 wickets at 27 in 
this season’s Royal London One- 
Day Cup and his 65 first-class wick¬ 
ets at 38.52 apiece include 11 at 27 
in this season’s Specsavers County 
Championship. 

Chairman of selectors James Wh¬ 
itaker said: “Mason is a player with 
great promise. 

“He has made great strides with 
Hampshire this season and has 
added to his experience with stints 


in the North-South Series earlier in 
the season, where he took crucial 
wickets.” 

After the opening game, England 
play South Africa in Taunton on 
Friday June 23 and at Cardiff next 
Sunday. 

England squad: Bairstow*, Wil¬ 
ley, Plunkett (Yorkshire), Billings 
(Kent), Buttler, Livingstone (Lan¬ 
cashire), Crane, Dawson (Hamp¬ 
shire), T Curran, Roy (Surrey), 
Hales (Nottinghamshire), Jordan 
(Sussex), Malan, Morgan (Mid¬ 
dlesex, captain), C Overton** (Som¬ 
erset), Wood*** (Durham). 

* available for the first two match¬ 
es 

** available for the last two match¬ 
es 

*** available for the first match 
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Taylor set for rare 
first-class outing 


Simon 

Walter 



BRAD Taylor is set to make his 
first Specsavers County Cham¬ 
pionship appearance for THREE 
YEARS following this week’s Eng¬ 
land T20 call-ups for Mason Crane 
and Liam Dawson. 

The off-spinner, who has since de¬ 
veloped into a genuine all-rounder, 
missed most of last season with a 
freak ankle injury. 

But with Crane and Dawson una¬ 
vailable, he is set to make his third 
first-class appearance when Hamp¬ 
shire play Lancashire at Old Traf- 
ford from next Monday. 

Winchester-born Taylor, who 
grew up playing for Holybourne 
CC, became Hampshire’s youngest 
player since 1867 as a 16 year-old 
against Lancashire at Southport in 
August 2013. 

The 20 year-old took 4-64 in the 
second innings of his Champion¬ 
ship debut. 

But he has only played one Cham¬ 
pionship game since, a rain-affect¬ 
ed draw against Surrey at The Oval 
in June 2014. 

Hampshire director of cricket 
Giles White said: “Brad’s a good all 
round package to have coming in 
with Liam and Mason away. It’s a 
great opportunity for him.” 

Hampshire will return to Cham¬ 
pionship action in third place. 

Essex went back to the top by de¬ 
feating Surrey by eight wickets at 
Guildford and Yorkshire are second 
after winning a thriller by three 
runs against Somerset at Taunton. 

Lancashire are fourth, just six 
points behind Hampshire, after 
ending champions Middlesex’s 
21-match unbeaten run with an 
eight-wicket win at Southport. 

White said: “There are a lot of 
strong sides in asimilar position, 
which is no surprise to us. 



Brad Taylor on his first-class debut against Lancashire at Southport in 2013 and, inset, at this year's press day 


“We expected this to be a very 
tight league, one that all the sides 
are capable of winning or even be¬ 
ing relegated from.” 

Hampshire are continuing to rest 


Reece Topley from the first team. 
Topley took 1-20 from his four overs 
in the 2nd XI Trophy defeat against 
the Unicorns on Wednesday but he 
and Fidel Edwards are not in the 


squad for the trip to Old Trafford. 

Hampshire (from): Carberry, Ad¬ 
ams, Rossouw, Vince, Bailey (c), 
Ervine, McManus, Berg, Abbott, 
Salisbury, Taylor, Holland, Wheal. 


Briggs hits maiden first-class century 



Danny Briggs 


FORMER Hampshire spinner 
Danny Briggs made his maiden 
first-class century, an unbeaten 
120, as Sussex beat South Africa 
A by an innings and 50 runs.. 

A week after their 251-run win 
against Hampshire, South Africa 
A conceded 458 against Sussex at 
Arundel. 

Batting at number seven, Briggs 
made 120 from only 154 balls (15 
fours). 

His previous highest score 
was 54, his only first-class half- 
century, for Hampshire against 
Gloucestershire at The Ageas 


Bowl in 2013. 

Sussex had been 90-4, but after a 
stand of 172 between Delray Raw¬ 
lins (96) and Jonty Jenner (68), 
Briggs shared in partnerships of 
79 with Abidine Sakande (17) and 
70 with first-class debutant Jake 
Hutson (25). 

He said: “It’s nice to get the op¬ 
portunity to bat at seven, it gives 
you that time and the wicket was 
easy-paced. 

“If you stick to your game plan 
you can bat well on it.” 

Briggs, who is from the Isle of 
Wight, si in his second season 


with Sussex after playing for 
Hampshire from 2009-15. 

He took 2-42 as South Africa 
were bowled out for 185 and then 
223 after following on 273 behind. 

Leg-spinner Will Beer finished 
with match figures of 11-91 after 
taking 5-62 in the second innings, 
following his 6-29 in the first in¬ 
nings. 

Rookie Sussex seamer Abidine 
Sakande (5-43) took the other 
wickets to fall. 

South Africa A made three 
changes to the team that beat 
Hampshire. 


Calvin hits 
99 on debut 

HAMPSHIRE lost their 
maiden day-night first- 
class match, against South 
Africa A, by 251 runs - de¬ 
spite Calvin Dickinson’s 99. 

Academy wicketkeeper- 
batsman Dickinson, 20, top 
scored as Hampshire replied 
to the tourists’ 370-7d with 
185. 

Will Smith (18) and Asher 
Hart (36) were the only other 
batsmen to reach double fig¬ 
ures as Dane Paterson fin¬ 
ished with 7-27. 

The tourists decided 
against enforcing the follow- 
on, instead making 185-ld to 
set a young Hampshire side 
371 to win. 

Hampshire were bowled 
out for 119 with Alsop (51), 
captain George Bailey (33), 
Dickinson (13) and Brad Tay¬ 
lor (13no) the only others to 
reach double figures. 

Matt Salisbury took the 
only wicket in South Africa 
A’s second innings, trapping 
Heino Kuhn lbw for ten. 

The Hampshire trialist 
now has six wickets at 24 



Calvin Dickinson 


apiece for the county. 

But first-innings double 
centurion Kuhn’s opening 
partner, Aiden Markram, 
responded with an unbeaten 
102 (150 balls, 15 fours). 

Markram, the tourists’ cap¬ 
tain, shared an unbroken 153 
in 43 overs with Theunis de 
Bruyn (72no) before declar¬ 
ing. 

Chris Wood, in his first 
first-class match back from 
injury, played as a batsman, 
while Mason Crane (30-2-115- 
0) finished wicketless for the 
first time over two innings 
of a first-class match. 

Hampshire director of 
cricket Giles White said: “It 
was a good opportunity to 
have a look at the youngsters 
against strong opposition. 

“Calvin’s was the stand-out 
performance from our per¬ 
spective, he showed a very 
good range of strokes and is 
pushing for a place.” 

Dickinson, Hampshire’s 
reserve wicketkeeper, was 
born in Durban but learnt 
most of his cricket in Ox¬ 
fordshire. 

He made two first-class ap¬ 
pearances for Oxford MCCU 
before arriving at Hamp¬ 
shire on a scholarship. 
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England's 
new boys 

ENGLAND have called up five 
uncapped players in their 
Twenty20 squad to face South 
Africa. Here, the Sports Pink 
introduces the new boys: 

LIAM LIVINGSTONE, Age 23: 

The wristy and powerful 
Lancashire batsman was born in 
Cumbria and, like Ben Stokes, 
grew up there. England will be 
hoping to strike more gold from 
that area - and if Livingstone’s 
breakthrough winter with the 
Lions is any guide, they may well 
do. He also bowls a hotchpotch of 
handy spin. 

DAWID MALAN, Age 29: He has 
had to be patient but may be 
rewarded with a debut against the 
country of his father’s birth and 
his own upbringing. The 
Middlesex left-hander’s 
improvement over the past three 
years has been a revelation, after 
previous promise and 
inconsistency, and his Twenty20 
average of almost 34 and strike- 
rate pushing 125 make a 
compelling case. 



Mason Crane 


CRAIG OVERTON, Age 23: Like 
his twin and fellow Somerset 
seamer Jamie, Overton has been 
on England’s radar for some time. 
Feisty on occasion, he was 
prescribed sessions with a 
psychotherapist after the 
transgressions began to stack up 
a couple of years ago. Craig is the 
more measured twin in terms of 
bowling style, though - with pace 
and bounce still an asset - and is 
also a useful batsman. 

TOM CURRAN, Age 22: The son 
of former Zimbabwe all-rounder 
Kevin instantly captures the 
imagination, along with his 
teenage brother Sam, of those 
envisaging a new era for England. 
The Surrey seamer is in line for a 
possible debut against his native 
country. 

MASON CRANE, Age 20: The 
young Hampshire leg-spinner was 
already being mentioned in 
dispatches by England coach 
Trevor Bayliss at the start of last 
winter, and he did himself no 
harm - after a winter in Australian 
grade cricket culminated in a 
debut for New South Wales - by 
then impressing again in front of 
the England coach in the 
inaugural North-South series. 


Fa reham going well after a poor start 


Fareham & Crofton’s young side are picking 
up after a disappointing two-match losing 
start. 

They swept to a fourth straight Hampshire 
League win with a ten-wicket demolition of 
newly-promoted Rowledge II in County Two. 

Luke Gould (5-18) and Aussie teen Reece 
Abrams (3-6) rushed Rowledge out for 60 - a 
total Fareham polished off in quick time. 

Alex Wakely’s first century, since 2014, 
when Bishops Waltham were in County Divi¬ 
sion 3 South, helped his side go second with a 
convincing 130-run win over New Milton II. 

He struck a golden 105 (two sixes and 14 
fours) and enjoyed fruitful partnerships with 
Adam Wymbs (36) and Gareth Lovett, with 54 


not out, as BW steamed towards 258-9. 

New Milton lost three quick wickets to the 
fiery Dan Wheeler (3-32) and limped to 118 
(Steve Tilbury 30, Wakely 3-17). 

With 313 runs and 15 wickets, Ben Wadmore 
is having some season with Ryde, who contin¬ 
ued their promotion push with a three-wicket 
win at St Cross Symondians. 

The spin all-rounder took 3-41 and hit a 
match-winning 87, as Ryde climbed into third. 

St Cross (223-8) lost their way after Tom Fay 
(60), Kevin Neave (30) and James White (38) 
had taken them to 177-3. 

Wadmore’s 87, which contained 11 fours, 
and Josh Procter (42) got the Islanders home. 

Shrewton’s match with Hythe & Dibden 


produced 526 runs - and a thrilling finish. 

The Watersiders won by one wicket, with 
Inamul Agha (119), hitting three sixes. 

Hythe were 42 runs short when their last 
pair came together, but Kiwi Tarin Mason hit 
back-to-back sixes in the penultimate over to 
secure the win. 

Stu Shapland (70) guided OTs & Romsey II 
to a four-wicket win at Burridge (213-6), while 
Chris Oliphant (66) and Chris Brown (56) pro¬ 
vided middle-order security for Sarisbury 
Athletic against visiting Ventnor II. 

Chris Mottota’s quick-fire 50 lifted SA to 
225-6. Ventnor (146) needed Ali Cotton (57) 
and Sam Read (36) to spare their blushes after 
Shayne Freemantle’s 3-17. 


Will's 141 sets up 
record thrashing 


Mike 

Vimpany 



PORTSMOUTH & Southsea’s un¬ 
beaten start to the Hampshire 
League County Division 1 season 
is over. 

Newly promoted Longparish 
thrashed them by 212 runs - a re¬ 
cord defeat for the Southsea club 
- after piling up a towering 329-5 
on the compact St James’s Park 
ground. 

Will de Cani celebrated the end 
of his Town Planning ‘finals’ at 
Cardiff University with 141 and 
shared a double-century opening 
partnership with Ben Gardner 
(92), causing P & S to reflect on the 
wisdom of deciding to field first. 

Will Samways tonked a quick 
fire 29 before Longparish’s pacey 
opening bowler Alex Coetzee 
ripped into the P & S top order 
with a 4-28 return which left the 
hosts 70-5. 

No way back 

There was no way back for P 
& S, who tumbled to 117 all out 
against the spin of James Bevan 
and Sam Trinder. 

Longparish may have set down 
a marker with this win - one 
which will make the likes of lead¬ 
ers, Ropley, Bishops Waltham, 
Lymington and Ryde sit up and 
take notice. 

Ropley faced Hythe & Dibden 
today SAT defending the sole un¬ 
beaten start in County 1 - a sta¬ 
tistic they comfortably defended 
with a seven-wicket win over mis¬ 
firing Hook & Newnham Basics 
II. 

Hook began well enough 



Will De Cani, above, and Ben Gardner, right. 


through Harry Warner (36) and 
Joe Allnut (31), but from 60 with¬ 
out loss and later 114-2 they col¬ 
lapsed to 154 all out, with Matt 
Steers taking 5-20. 

Hook never clawed it back after 
losing seven wickets for 32 runs 
and were always on a loser once 
Tom Wood (67not out) and Robert 
Smith (44) got into their stride. 

Lymington II, the only side to 
have defeated Longparish thus 


far, rattled up a hefty 279-3 against 
United Services, who slumped to 
a fifth successive defeat. 

Australian Billy Quigley 
smacked 134 and with Oli Kelly 
(49), Chris Blake (40) and Drew 
Robinson (29) in support, Lyming¬ 
ton batted US out of the contest. 

Blake then took 4-29 as US lost 
seven wickets before a half-centu¬ 
ry by Jon Parker (59) gave the vis¬ 
itors’ 227 an air of respectability. 
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Carabao 

confusion 


No complacency at Calmore 


CALMORE Sports are top of British Gas Southern 
League Division 1 - but there’s no way they’ll be 
getting ahead of themselves, according to skipper 
Mark Lavelle. 

Taking a seven-point lead over Basingstoke & North 
Hants into today’s tricky visit to Sarisbury Athletic has 
come as a bit of a surprise, even though Calmore 
remain on a high after last season’s SPL2 title triumph. 

“Our pre-season target was to try and win two games 
a month with an eye on staying up, so to be top after six 
weeks is well and above our expectations. I think we are 
fully deserving of our place up there,” Lavelle said. 

“We have just delivered as a team in all our wins, 
every week it is a different person stepping up with bat 
and/or the ball. 

“We have no superstars in our team, I like to think we 
have good balance throughout and all work hard 
together, there aren’t expectations on individuals to 
deliver week in week out.” 

Lavelle believes Calmore’s experience of playing 
Division 1 cricket in 2015 - when they were ultimately 
relegated - has helped this summer’s success. 

“It was a tough season in 2015 but we found out a lot 
about ourselves and took that into last years title win 
and it’s carried on from there. 

“Our team spirit is great and we have a good squad to 
choose from. Winning becomes a habit and it’s 
something we have carried on from last year. 

“As great as it is to be top of the league we won’t get 
ahead of ourselves; our main goal for the season is to 
maintain our Division 1 status, so we cannot afford to 



Calmore Sports. Standing (from left): Liam Newton, Matt Taylor, Jack Rutter, Dan Croft, Mike West, 
James Manning. 

Front: James Rose, Mike Cook, Mark Lavelle, Ben Johns, Ben Perry. 

get complacent. we are at and assess from there but right now it is a 

“When we get to the half way stage we will see where great feeling to be top !” 


Cole 'gutted' to 
miss out on a ton 


Mike 

Vimpany 

COLE Campbell came within six runs of a 
century on debut for the Hampshire Academy 
against Havant - and confessed to be “gutted” 
not to have celebrated his next-day 17th birth¬ 
day in real style with a hundred. 

“It was disappointing not to get to the magi¬ 
cal 100, but nonetheless feel honoured that I 
got an opportunity to play for the Academy, let 
alone get 94,” he smiled. 

But his 94 effectively ruled out any prospect 
Premier League champions Havant had of 
turning a daunting 313-3 into a winning score 
on the Ageas Bowl Nursery Ground. 

The Academy were in a spot of trouble at 
73-3 - Richard Jerry (3-41) doing the new ball 
damage - when the Hampton School prospect 
arrived at the crease. 

Lead role 

He batted 112 balls, hit 15 fours and played 
the lead role as the Academy happily played 
out time for a draw at 218-6. 

But who is Cole Campbell ? 

“He’s a new kid on the blocks in terms of 
Hampshire Academy cricket, having been rec¬ 
ommended to us by Chris Searle, who plays in 
the same school team at Hampton,” confirmed 
player/coach James Tomlinson. 

“He did terrifically well, coming in when 
Richard Jerry was in full flight and then fac¬ 




ing two quality spinners in Richard Hindley 
and Chris Morgan.” 

Campbell, pictured, is in the Lower Sixth at 
Hampton School, where now retired Surrey 
and England spin all-rounder Zafar Ansari 
learned much of his cricket. 

He plays locally for Walton-on-Thames in 
the Surrey Championship and played junior 
age group representative cricket for Mid¬ 
dlesex until county Under-13’s - when he was 
dropped! 

“I did a few winter sessions at the Ageas 
Bowl over the winter and was selected against 
Gloucestershire in an ECB 50-over Cup game, 
where I got 29 and this led to my selection for 
the Havant game,” he explained. 

“I’m playing against Portsmouth in a T20 
game tomorrow and hope that, once school is 
finished, I’ll be selected for some more Acad¬ 
emy and Under-17 county games.” 

Chris Searle, head boy at Hampton and Ox¬ 
ford University bound next autumn if his A- 
level results go okay, was full of praise for his 
young team-mate. 

Amazing appetite 

He said: “Cole’s worked ridiculously hard on 
his batting the last couple years. He’s got an 
amazing appetite for runs and has scored so 
many for Hampton. 

“He was keen to see if he could get onto the 
county ladder so I recommended him to Matt 
Drakeley and things have done from there. 
Getting 94 against the top team was an unbe¬ 
lievable debut, but I’m sure he’ll score some 
more runs yet.” 


FOOTBALL: Confusion 
surrounded the draw for the 
Carabao League Cup first 
round as Charlton appeared to 
be playing twice and Football 
League newcomers Forest 
Green Rovers were also handed 
the wrong opponents in an on¬ 
screen graphic. 

The draw took place in Bangkok 
as part of the EFL’s sponsorship 
deal with Thai energy drinks 
company Carabao. 

Charlton were drawn away to 
Exeter but appeared a second 
time on a fixtures graphic with a 
home tie against Cheltenham. 

The summary graphics also 
showed AFC Wimbledon playing 
Swindon, despite both being 
unseeded teams, while Forest 
Green posted clarification on 
their official Twitter feed that they 
would play MK Dons at home, 
rather than Wolves away as the 
graphic suggested. 

France’s 1998 World Cup¬ 
winning midfielder Emmanuel 
Petit, Carabao chief executive 
Sathien Setthasit and the British 
ambassador to Thailand Brian 
Davidson were on hand to assist 
EFL chief executive Shaun 
Harvey, who oversaw the draw. 

Teams were regionalised into 
groups for north and south, then 
split into two pots for seedings, 
with a separate draw to determine 
who would play at home. 

A spokesperson for the EFL 
confirmed there was no error with 
the actual draw process, but said 
the accompanying summary 
graphic was incorrect. 

Ties will be played week 
commencing August 7. 

Saints, beaten finalists last 



season, will come in at the 
second round stage. 

They have been exempted to the 
third round for the last two 
seasons because of their Europa 
League commitments. 

Carabao Cup round 
one draw: 

South Section 

Birmingham v Crawley, Exeter v Charl¬ 
ton, QPR v Northampton, Southend 
v Newport, Bristol City v Plymouth, 
Cardiff v Portsmouth, Millwall v Ste¬ 
venage, Oxford v Cheltenham, AFC 
Wimbledon v Brentford, Norwich v 
Swindon, Bristol Rovers v Cambridge, 
Peterborough v Barnet, Wycombe 
v Fulham, Colchester v Aston Villa, 
Wolves v Yeovil, Reading v Gillingham, 
Forest Green v MK Dons, Luton v Ip¬ 
swich 

North Section 

Coventry v Blackburn, Nottm Forest 
v Shrewsbury, Bradford v Doncas¬ 
ter, Mansfield v Rochdale, Grimsby v 
Derby, Barnsley v Morecambe, Crewe 
v Bolton, Oldham v Burton, Wigan v 
Blackpool, Bury v Sunderland, Sheff 
Wed v Chesterfield, Accrington Stan¬ 
ley v Preston, Fleetwood v Carlisle, 
Sheff Utd v Walsall, Scunthorpe v 
Notts County, Rotherham v Lincoln, 
Leeds v Port Vale 
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Nuffield 

Health 



Join us at a 
FREE open event. 

Have your questions answered by an expert 


Cataract surgery explained 

Tuesday 4th July, 6.30pm 
Thursday 13th July, 6.30pm 

Hip pain and your treatment options 

Wednesday 5th July, 6.30pm 


Glaucoma information evening 

Monday 26th June, 6.30pm 

Knee pain and your treatment options 

Wednesday 28th June, 6.30pm 

Back pain and your treatment options 

Thursday 29th June, 6.30pm 

Cosmetic surgery 

Complimentary one-to-one appointments 
Thursday 29th June from 6pm 
Monday 3rd July from 6.30pm 


Our open events are a great way to meet a consultant and learn more about the 
procedures available at our state-of-the-art private hospital in Chandlers Ford. 

To book your free place call 

V 02380 988 041 9 Nuffield Health Wessex Hospital, 

Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford S052 9HQ 


NUF0617448198-1 
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GarMon 

BUILDING SERVICES 

Roofing, Property Refurbishment & Maintenance 
- Commercial • Industrial • Domestic - 


All aspects of Roofing 

& 

specialists in Flat Roofing 




• Repairs & 
Maintenance for 
Homes & Gardens 

• Fascias 

• Soffits 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 



Garry 07909 698717 
Office: 023 8055 7146 


sales@garmon.co.uk 

www.garmon.co.uk 

r | GarmonBuildingServices 
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SOUTHAMPTON PRIMARY SCHOOLS ATHLETICS 



Ludlow. 



Bitterne Manor. 



Hollybrook. 



Kanes Hill. 


Newlands. 


St Monica. 


Mount Pleasant. 



























SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, June 17 , 2017 41 


SOUTHAMPTON PRIMARY SCHOOLS ATHLETICS 





Shirley. 


Sholing. 


Bitterne CofE. 


Highfield. 


Portswood. 



Springhill. 



Holy Family. 



Bassett Green. 



Mansbridge. 
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SOUTHAMPTON PRIMARY SCHOOL ATHLETICS 







Bitterne's athletics success 


BITTERNE Church of England won the Southampton 
Primary School City Athletics Championships at the Sports 
Centre this week. 

Bitterne were the overall boys winners whilst Bitterne 
Park were the overall girls winning team. 

RESULTS 

GIRLS 

1st Bitterne Park Primary School; 2nd Shirley Junior 
School; 3rd Bitterne CofE Primary School. 

BOYS 

1st Bitterne CofE Primary School; 2nd Fairisle Junior 
School; 3rd Townhill Junior School. 

OVERALL 

1st Bitterne CofE Primary School; 2nd Fairisle Junior 
School; 3rd Bitterne Park Primary School. 

The following city records were broken: 

BOYS LS 4 x 100 Relay - Fairisle Junior (Callum Cool, 
Tyson Tannagarar, George Bowers, Sam Lapworth) 
01:03.97. 

GIRLS Yr6 80m - Oakwood (Amy Wall, 00:11.25) 

GIRLS LS Long Jump - Bitterne CE (Millie G, 3.39m) 

BOYS US 600m - Bitterne CE (Tommy W, 01:51.84) 

BOYS Yr 3 60m - Bitterne CE (Nathan B, 00:08.55) 

GIRLS Yr 3 60m - Springhill (Sophie, 00:08.81) 

GIRLS Yr4 60m - Hollybrook (Lorena, 00:08.24) 

BOYS Yr4 60m - Fairisle Junior (Callum Cool, 00:07.77) 
GIRLS US Long Jump - Oakwood (Amy Wall, 4.12m). 

The event was primarily co-ordinated by Mark Lavelle 
and Amy Roger (Southampton Solent University) with 
support from Nick Humphries (Townhill Junior School) and 
Julia Tucker-Blackford (Southampton Solent University). 

Volunteer judges were provided by Southampton Athletic 
Club and Student Helpers from Bitterne Park School and 
Barton Peveril College. 


wl 7 
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British Cycling 
reportQ&A 

AN independent report into claims “a culture of fear” has existed 
within the world-beating Great Britain cycling team was this week 
published after 14 months of delays, denials and leaks. 

Based on contributions from more than 100 witnesses, the final 
version is less damning of British Cycling’s leadership than an 
earlier, leaked draft, but is still highly critical of several leading 
figures, most notably ex-technical director Shane Sutton. 

Here, the Sports Pink answers some key questions. 

What was published this week? 

A 69-page report into the “climate and culture” of GB’s elite 
cycling set-up. Co-commissioned by British Cycling and elite 
funding agency UK Sport, it was written by a five-strong panel, 
which included former England rugby union coach Stuart Lancaster 
and was led by British Rowing chair Annamarie Phelps. 

Why? 

In March 2016, Katy Marchant and Jess Varnish failed to qualify for 
the Rio Olympics in the women’s team sprint after a two-year 
qualification period. Both riders said inconsistent selection was to 
blame. A month later, Varnish’s funding was not renewed, with 
Sutton saying her performance was declining and she was not 
worth any more public investment. Days later, Varnish accused 
Sutton of using sexist language and said senior staff ruled the team 
via a “culture of fear”. Several other former riders came out in 
support of her, with Paralympic champion Darren Kenny making 
further claims of discrimination. Sutton, who denies all of this, was 
suspended and resigned. British Cycling started an internal 
investigation into the Varnish complaint and set up the Phelps panel 
with UK Sport to look at the bigger picture. 

What did the Phelps panel find? 

Despite being responsible for the millions of exchequer and 
lottery funding the GB team received, British Cycling’s board has 
exerted almost no control over the team’s senior staff for the past 
decade or so. While this has worked in terms of medals, there have 
been lots of signs the wheels are in danger of coming off in terms of 
rifts within the camp, and evidence that the emotional cost has been 
too high for some riders and staff. Those warnings, however, were 
ignored, and sometimes covered up, and UK Sport failed to ask any 
questions of the Manchester-based operation beyond, ‘will you hit 
the medal target?’ The panel believes Sutton should never have 
been given the top job and Varnish’s exit was appallingly handled. 

Any bullying and discrimination? 

Ah, this is perhaps the most significant point about the final 
report: it has a lot less to say about the alleged “culture of fear” 
than the February draft that was leaked to the Daily Mail in March. 
For starters, the report is seven pages shorter than the draft - most 
of what is missing is more critical of Sutton, his predecessor Sir 
Dave Brailsford and British Cycling in general than the final verdict. 
Time and again, more emotive and arguably subjective language is 
swapped for a more balanced assessment. This is a result of the 
Maxwellisation process the panel conducted in February and March, 
which gave those criticised in the draft the right to reply. Phelps 
categorically denied that she has been ‘got at’ or this is a 
“whitewash”, and believes the final version is simply a fairer 
assessment. And most importantly for Sutton et al, Phelps says 
there is no evidence of discrimination based on gender or between 
the Olympic and Paralympic programmes. There was inappropriate 
language and different levels of funding, but, fundamentally, British 
Cycling only really cared if you were fast or not, and they did and 
still do a pretty good job at that. 

What have British Cycling, Sutton, 
Varnish and the other key players said? 

Varnish will be livid. Being told her case did not follow the correct 
process and was handled badly is not up for any debate. She wants 
answers for how that decision was reached, who made it and why. 
Those remain unanswered. Sutton has said he has “moved on”, but 
will be quietly pleased that the worst allegations against him - 
bullying, discriminating against Paralympic athletes, stealing kit and 
so on - have been dismissed and a more balanced picture of his 
strengths as a coach has emerged. 



Shane Sutton 
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SPRING 

SPECTACULAR AT 

Bellavita Bathlift 

I • 3 recline positions 
/ • Fits to the base 

a i 


f Ableworld 

www.ableworid.co.uk 


Stairlifts FREEPHONE 0800 038 7800 


24 Hour Callout Service 

We have people on the phone 
24 hours a day, seven days a week 
plus overnight and 
weekend engineering support 
Often Fitted Next Day 


FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEY 


THREE LUCKY CUSTOMERS WILL WIN 
BACK THE PRICE OF THEIR STAIRLIFT 

YOU WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE ENTERED 
INTO A DRAW IF YOU PURCHASE BETWEEN 
27TH MARCH AND 25TH JUNE 



STRAIGHT 

RECONDITIONED 

STAIRLIFTS: 


FROM ONLY 

£495 


WE BUY BACK STAIRLIFTS - UP TO £500 PAID. ACORN, BROOKS, MINIVATOR, AGE UK, COMPANION & HANDICARE Subject to survey and age 








SOUTHAMPTON ABLEWORLD 

42-46 Portsmouth Road, Woolston 
Southampton, SOI9 9AD 
Email: info@ableworldsouthampton.co.uk 

T: (02380) 440000 

Open 7 days a week 

To see more stores, please visit: 

www. ableworld. co. uk 

Opposite the Bus Station 


facebook.com/ twitter.com/ 

ableworld AbleworldUK 



Ableworld are the main mobility retailer in the area 
approved as a Community Equipment Dispenser 


rein 


XJnaep 


IT-Sa NHS Vouchers Welcome Where Applicable 
Hi *VAT Exempt - Ask in Store for Details 
w ^ MRP - Manufacturers Recommended Price. 
Previous Price - Sold for 28 Days in Last 6 months at our Nantwich Store 


Insurance/Warranty is arranged by Ableworld UK Ltd and provided through 
Mark Bates Ltd t/a Premier Care, Premier House, Londonthorpe Road, 
Grantham, Lines, NG31 9SN who are authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. FRN 308390. 
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WITH EVERY FUNERAL 
PLAN TAKEN OUT £25* 
IS DONATED TO THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 


Joseph House 

14 Bishopstoke Road 

Eastleigh 

Hampshire SO50 6AE. 

Call 023 80612 444 

info@cappersindependent 

funerals.co.uk 


Golden Charter i 

Funeral Plans 


Golden Charter 
is Proud to 
Support 


* £25 from the sale of each funeral plar 
identified with The Royal British Legion sticker, and where plans are not 
cancelled, will be paid to Royal British Legion Trading Limited, which 
gives its taxable profits to The Royal British Legion (Charity no. 219279) 
and Poppyscotland (Scottish Charity No. SC014096). 




24 July: Elegant Eastbourne - 5 days £349 
24 July: Welsh Welcome & Banquet - 5 days £379 
28 July: Paignton at Leisure 8 days - £499 
2 Aug: The Somme 5 days - £469 

5 Aug: Orkney & Shetland Minicruise • 7 days £938 

6 Aug: Windsor & Buckingham 2 days - £169 

7 Aug: Cornish Gem 5 days - £439 

11 Aug: Downton & Cotswolds 3 days • £224 
11 Aug: Singles in Surrey 4 days - £369 
11 Aug: Somerset Coast 4 days - £274 
13 Aug: Perthshire & Edinburgh 5 days - £549 

13 Aug: Blackpool & The Lakes 6 days - £339 

14 Aug: Norfolk Coast 5 days - £339 

18 Aug: Devon Rosemoor Gdns 4 days - £249 
20 Aug: Ferry 'Cross The Mersey 6 days - £499 
20 Aug: Peak District 5 days • £379 
20 Aug: Disneyland Paris 4 days - £419 

20 Aug: Lake Maggiore 9 days - £939 

21 Aug: Paignton at Leisure 5 days - £245 
21 Aug: Suffolk Villages & Gdns 5 days - £379 
21 Aug: Cornish Delight 5 days - £329 

21 Aug: Ostend, Brussels & Ypres - 5 days £329 
24 Aug: Peak District House & Gdns - 5 days £359 
24 Aug: Lancashire Hills & Mills • 5 days £359 
26 Aug: Bank Holiday Mystery Tour • 3 days £179 

AnGELA 

BSE 


0M8MM53I 

s.co.uk 




www.an 



'Fares are one way including taxes and charges, only available on Flybe.com, subject to availability. Available for travel until 24.03.18. Route operated by Blue Islands. Route information ( 
of going to print. No debit card fees apply, Bookings made by credit card or PayPal will incur a fee of 3% of the total transaction value, with a minimum charge of £5.00 per booking, 


A WORLD 
AWAY IN 
GUERNSEY 


•ALDERNEY 


Fly from Southampton to Guernsey from £39.99 
one way* and truly get away from it all. 


The fastest way 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks cheeka 

* Wht» reputation matter 1 







































48 Saturday, June 17 2017 


SPORTS PINK 



Southgate's 
U20 challenge 




England U20s. Back (from left): Dominic Solanke, Ainsley Maitland-Niles, Jake Clarke-Salter, 
Dominic Calvert-Lewin, Fikayo Tomori, Freddie Woodman.Front: Kieran Dowell, Jonjoe Kenny, 
Lewis Cook, Kyle Walker-Peters, Ademola Lookman. 



Simply the Best 

Luxury For Less 



Expert advice from helpful staff 





Independent Plumbing Supplies 


Unit 17 & 18, Belgrave Ind. Est, Belgrave Road, 
_ Portswood, Southampton, S017 3EA 


FREE PARKING 

Tel: 02380 679900 


FREE DELIVERY 

All prices exclude VAT 

Ik - - 


ENGLAND boss Gareth 
Southgate has challenged 
the Under-20 World 
Cup winners to become 
regulars in the Premier 
League. 

Southgate wants Paul 
Simpson’s squad to build 
on their progress at in¬ 
ternational level by get¬ 
ting more game time for 
their clubs. 

Of England’s winning 
squad, skipper Lewis 
Cook played the most 
last season, managing 
431 minutes for Cherries 
following his move from 
Leeds. 

Cook made his debut 
against Manchester 
United on the opening 
day of 2016/17, but had 
to wait until early April 
for his second league ap¬ 
pearance. In all, he made 
four starts plus two sub 
appearances as Cherries 
finished a club record 
10th in the top flight. 

In total, the 13 play¬ 
ers who featured in the 
under-20 final against 
Venezuela played 1,094 
Premier League minutes 
between them last term 

- around 12 full matches. 

In addition, Saints mid¬ 
fielder Josh Sims - who 
was overlooked for the 
World Cup squad, though 
he had played for the un- 
der-20s earlier in the year 

- managed 206 minutes of 
Premier League action. 

Sims made his debut 
against Everton last No¬ 
vember, setting up Char¬ 
lie Austin’s first minute 
winner, and went on to 
make six more sub ap¬ 
pearances under Claude 
Puel. 

Southgate believes it 
is vital for the squad to 
make their mark at club 
level in order to kick on 


from their win in South 
Korea. 

He said: “A lot of these 
lads have dipped their 
toes in the water at first- 
team level. The respon¬ 
sibility is over to them, 
what they can do next. 

“You can never stand 
still as a young player, 
there’s always another 
challenge for you. Equal¬ 
ly, I think when you win 
a tournament like that 
it shows everybody that 
we’ve got good young 
players. 

“Without an opportu¬ 
nity for them to show 
that at first-team level, 
it’s very difficult to pro¬ 
gress.” 

• Match-winner Domi¬ 
nic Calvert-Lewin hopes 
England’s Under-20 
World Cup winning 
squad will be able to get 
more Premier League 
minutes under their belts 
next season. 

Paul Simpson’s heroes 
played a total of 1,094 
Premier League minutes 
between them last season 
- the equivalent to about 
12 full matches. 

Bournemouth’s Lewis 
Cook - the captain of the 
team - made the single 
biggest contribution to 
that total of the 13 play¬ 
ers who featured in the 
victory over Venezuela 
with his 431 minutes for 
the Cherries, with Cal¬ 
vert-Lewin second on the 
list with 346 minutes for 
Everton. 

Toffees team-mate Ade¬ 
mola Lookman appeared 
for 287 minutes with Josh 
Onomah (17), Jonjoe Ken¬ 
ny (12) and Ainsley Mait¬ 
land-Niles (one) making 
up the rest of the total. 



Lewis Cook in action for Cherries last sea- 


Koeman 
splashes 
out £53m 

EVERTON have moved quickly 
to bolster their ranks ahead 
of next season as the Toffees 
splashed out over £50m to 
bring in Jordan Pickford and 
Davy Klaassen. 

Having announced the £30m 
club-record signing of Pickford 
from Sunderland, Ronald 
Koeman’s recruitment drive 
continued when Everton 
confirmed a £23.5m deal for 
Ajax skipper Klaassen. 

England Under-21 
international Pickford was 
expected to depart 
Sunderland following their 
relegation from the Premier 
League, with Arsenal linked 
with his signature. 

Instead he joins Koeman’s 
revolution at Goodison Park, 
becoming the most expensive 
British goalkeeper of all-time. 

“It’s a great club, a massive 
club and it’s a great 
opportunity and the right time 
for me to come to Everton and 
show what I can do,” Pickford 
said. 

“This is an exciting time for 
the club and for me, too, with 
the ambition being shown.” 

Pickford, 23, has joined the 
Toffees for an initial £25m 
which could rise to £30m with 
add-ons, which would eclipse 
the £28m deal the 
Merseysiders struck with 
Chelsea for striker Romelu 
Lukaku in 2014. 

If that was not enough good 
news for all Evertonians, the 
club followed up one big 
signing with another as they 
landed Holland international 
Klaassen. 

The 24-year-old scored 49 
goals in 163 appearances for 
Ajax, with his last game for the 
club coming in their 2-0 
Europa League defeat to 
Manchester United. 

Now he will link up with 
Pickford next season, with his 
arrival throwing more doubt on 
the future of Ross Barkley - 
who has yet to agree new 
terms with the club. 

“I spoke a few weeks ago 
with Ronald Koeman about 
Everton,” Klaassen said 

“I wanted to come here and 
check if this was the right club 
for me and since I came here I 
feel so happy. It’s a great club. 

“The moment that I spoke 
with the manager directly I got 
a good feeling. It’s difficult to 
leave Ajax but this is a good 
step for me now.” 



Ronald Koeman 
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